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A Principal's Reflection  

Tēnā koutou katoa, e ngā mana, e ngā reo, rau rangatira 
mā. Greetings to everyone who contributes to the vibrant 
spirit of East Otago High School.  

What a year it's been! When I first arrived, I was 
overwhelmed by the huge scope of my new job. I know 
what it feels like to be the newbie, and I can certainly 
relate to how our new Year 7s felt during that first week. 
Thank you all for making me, your new Principal, feel 
so incredibly welcome and included. 

One of the things I truly love about East Otago High 
School is our strong sense of belonging—it’s the secret 
sauce of our small community. We're a small school, 
which means we get to know each other pretty well. Just 
like a family, we all have our quirks. We have the super-
organised, the perpetually-caffeinated, and that one 
person who thinks the school lunches are okay. But here, 
we genuinely support each other, and that's something 

special. 

You see this family spirit shine in our house competitions. It's not just about the winning 
(though you shouldn’t say that to the house captains). It's about getting everyone involved 
and cheering for the person who gives it a go. 

Think about our school production, High School Musical. It was incredible. Students who 
might be shy in class were willing to step up and get on stage, and the rest of the school 
cheered them on, no matter what. Whether you were a star, a costume designer, lighting 
assistance, or just a supporter in the audience, everyone played a part. That shared effort is 
the heart of our success, whether it's on the stage, the sports field, or in the classroom. It's 
about being a team. 

 

Values in Action 

We often talk about our values: Respect, Responsibility, and Motivation, but what does that 
look like in action? It looks like kindness. It looks like what the Māori proverb teaches us: He 
aroha whakato, he aroha puta mai. If kindness is sown, then kindness you shall receive. 

Motivation is working hard to achieve success. We have had lots of opportunities to celebrate 
the outstanding achievements of many of our students. These students have demonstrated 
motivation throughout the year, and to all our award recipients, you've shown us what it 
means to Whāia te iti kahurangi! Strive for something of great value! 
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Leadership and Community Spirit 

This year has also been all about leadership, and I've been so proud to see so many of you 
step up. Leadership isn’t just about the title; it’s about showing the bravery to put yourself in 
a vulnerable position. It’s about seeing a problem and offering a solution, whether you’re a 
prefect, house captain, student council representative, or just the person who steps up to say 
what is right. 

I have particularly enjoyed working with the team of Head Students this year. Addisyn, 
Samuel, Paige, Kacey, and Greta have all helped point me in the right direction when I was 
unsure. They’ve told me how things should be done and helped come up with new ways of 
doing things. They are a fantastic group of people and will all go far in the future. 

Our school Matariki event really demonstrated the school’s values. It was a chance for our 
students to step up and be leaders. I was extremely proud of how everyone welcomed the 
visitors to our school and showed them the things they are proud of.  

Acknowledgement of Our Dedicated Team 

Finally, it is essential that we acknowledge those who make this wonderful school work 
every single day. 

To the Board of Trustees, including the dedicated outgoing presiding member Peggy Bridger, 
longstanding member Paul Paton, hardworking student rep Paige Walker and to our current 
members—thank you. To new members like Matt Lawrence and Chelsey Johnston—
welcome! You are a dedicated team, focused on making East Otago High School the best it 
can be. 

To the Staff of East Otago High School: You have made me feel so incredibly welcome, and 
I am proud to work alongside you. Whether you are teaching or in support, you all work as a 
team with the same overall goal: to get the best from every single student. This commitment 
to excellence was evident throughout the year, from the academic success of our NCEA 
students, the Literacy and Numeracy results for our students to the victories of our sports 
teams in their competitions. I want to give a special mention to Mr. Andrew Spittle, our new 
Deputy Principal, Mr. Ian Adamson, our Assistant Principal, for their continued hard work 
and support, and Leanne McLeod, our Office Manager, who keeps the whole ship afloat. 
Thank you all for your passion and commitment. 

To our families—thank you for supporting the students to achieve. We only have your 
children at school for just over 30 hours a week. The rest of the time, you are the ones 
providing support and encouragement, and growing them into successful humans. 

And to our wonderful students—you are the reason we are all here. Thank you for your hard 
work, your humour, and your commitment to this whānau. 
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Farewells and New Beginnings 

Farewell to the senior students who are leaving this year. Our Year 13 cohort are an amazing 
group of young adults who are ready to take on new challenges in the world. We hope you 
always take fond memories of East Otago High School with you. 

As we wrap up a year of success and growth, I wish everyone a fantastic summer break, a 
restful holiday, and a great Christmas. Enjoy this extended time with your whānau and come 
back refreshed and ready for a new year of learning and leading. 

Congratulations to everyone! We will continue to build on the foundations of Respect, 
Responsibility, and Motivation in 2026, knowing that the greatest success comes from 
supporting each other. 

- Helen Newcombe 

 

 

Paige Walker, Samuel Paton, Helen Newcombe, Addisyn Lawrence, Greta McCaw, Kacey Clark 
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From the Board 

Reflecting on 2025 

Tēnā koutou katoa, 

It’s a privilege to reflect on what has been a truly remarkable year for East Otago High 
School. In 2025, our kura has once again shown what it means to be a community-driven, 
student-focused school that values respect, responsibility, and motivation. 

From academic excellence to cultural pride and sports representation, our students have 
shone brightly. 

Academically, our students have made strong progress in literacy and numeracy, supported 
by targeted programmes and dedicated staff. Our annual plan focused on helping every 
learner strive for personal excellence, and the results speak for themselves. 

This year, the school has had a few small changes in staff and board. We welcomed Helen 
Newcombe to the principal role, and I look forward to continuing to work with her to deliver 
the best education and experience for our learners. 

Tri-annual Board elections were held, and I’d like to take a moment to farewell two long-
serving members of our Board of Trustees: Paul Paton and Peggy Bridger. Their dedication, 
wisdom, and unwavering support have helped shape the direction of our school. I thank them 
sincerely for their service. 

I’d also like to thank Liz and Julia for standing again, and warmly welcome Chelsey and 
Matt to the board. We look forward to what the next three years will bring. 

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge Keith Fleury, who retired from teaching at East Otago 
High School at the end of Term One. Thank you, Keith, for your hard work and dedication. 
With Keith leaving, a new chapter began with the appointment of Andrew Spittle. Welcome, 
Andrew—myself and the board look forward to working with you. 

As we look ahead, we do so with pride in our past and hope for our future. East Otago High 
School is more than just a place of learning—it’s a place of belonging, growth, and 
inspiration. 

Ngā mihi nui to our students, staff, families, and wider community. Here’s to an even 
brighter 2026. 

Ian Clark, Presiding Member 
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Leaving the Nest in 2025 

Name:  Paige 
Nickname: Paigey, Swing, Paget 
Pet Peeve: People eating with their mouths open 
Proposed Career: Sport Physio/PE teacher 
Probable Career: Uncoordinated Exotic Dancer 
Claim To Fame: Having to be taken out of maths on a 
backboard #losttoachair 
Favourite Saying: It’s chill 
Role Model: Lauren Keen & Abigail Paton 
Favourite EOHS Memory: Touch Nationals in 2023 AND 
Koru Games 2024 
What I Will Miss Most: Seeing my favourite people every 
day 
Year 13 Quote: Don’t wish the moments away; when they’re 
gone, you’ll long to return to where it all began. 
 
 

 

Name: Samuel  
Nickname: Sam, Sammy P, Cream, Big Lil Dog, 
Samantha, Samalina 
Pet Peeve: Peaches, and people who say “I’m 
gonna fail” and end up getting an Excellence 
(Addi). People are not taking responsibility for what 
they have said.  
Proposed Career: Politician/Policy Advisor or 
Lawyer 
Probable Career: Sumo Wrestler  
Claim To Fame: Going on a 5-minute walk and 
bumping into at least 5 people I know, making a 5-
minute walk a 25-minute yap sesh. In the words of 
Jada, “you know too many people”  
Favourite Saying: “Cranberries” “Shitaki 

Mushrooms”  
Role Model: My siblings & Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Favourite EOHS Memory: Leadership trip with the Boys  
What I Will Miss Most: The friends and teachers who have shaped my life. 
Year 13 Quote: “It’s called being human” 
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Name: Addisyn 
Nickname: Addi, Admatoes, Bro, The Girl With The Dog, 
Chick  
Pet Peeve: People, noisy breathers and eaters, deadlines not 
being followed, and my dog chewing on her toy 
Proposed Career: Veterinarian 
Probable Career: Mad Scientist or Pain in the ... 
Claim To Fame: Creating the Beanos tea towel incident, 
being that one clearly ‘not malnourished’ girl from an ‘elite’ 
school that should make a marmite sandwich for lunch - 
ODT 26 FEB 2025 
Favourite Saying: ‘I’ll probably get a Merit or I have 
barely passed” - Gets an Excellence anyway 
Role Model: My parents and my sister 
Favourite EOHS Memory: Trying to convince Year 7s 
that boys and girls don’t have cooties and that it is okay to 
hold hands for the human knot game. 

What I Will Miss Most: Mrs McLeod and the TAs 
Year 13 Quote: The real question isn’t who is going to let me, the real question is who is 
going to stop me 
 

Name: Kacey  
Nickname: Kace, KC 
Pet Peeve: Haters  
Proposed Career: Cafe or restaurant owner 
Probable Career: Crash test dummy 
Claim To Fame: Being Captain Crash  
Favourite Saying: I ammmm okayyyyyyyy, yeah yip 
Role Model: My parents and my little sister (who I 
literally look up to)  
Favourite EOHS Memory: Stewart Island tramp and 
school productions   
What I Will Miss Most: The family I have created 
within the school 
Year 13 Quote: “It’s my last year why not” & “You 
only get one life use it” 
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Name: Greta  
Nickname: Gretski, Griddy 
Pet Peeve: People who are rude for no reason 
Proposed Career: Actress/Singer 
Probable Career: Teacher 
Claim to Fame: The Musical and Kapa Haka girl 
Favourite Saying: “SLAYYYY” 
Role Model: Taylor Swift and My Mum 
Favourite EOHS Memory: Footloose and High School 
Musical 
What I Will Miss Most: My study periods  
Year 13 Quote: “No matter what happens in life, be good to 

people. Being good to people is a wonderful legacy to leave behind.” ― Taylor Swift 

 

Name:  Jada 
Nickname: JJ 
Pet Peeve: people talking 
Proposed Career: Business owner  
Probable Career: TikTok influencer/dancer 
Claim to Fame: Getting everything done last minute 
Favourite Saying: You can't keep a gangsta down, sybau, 
slay girly 
Role Model: My mum and Mr Herewini 
Favourite EOHS Memory: Touch nats  
What I Will Miss Most: Annoying the year 7/8s  
Year 13 Quote: When in doubt, twerk it out! 

 

Name: Ava 
Nickname: Avavss, pookie  
Pet Peeve: Slow walkers  
Proposed Career: Hairdresser 
Probable Career: Professional world traveller or a Mecca 
worker  
Claim To Fame: Always having a Summer Fridays on me 
at all times  
Favourite Saying: Huh wait what 
Role Model: Mrs Ford and my Mum  
Favourite EOHS Memory: Formals and painting nails in 
the TA’s office  
What I Will Miss Most: The gossip sessions when we are 
supposed to be doing work  
Year 13 Quote: Wear your hair down and your attitude 
high - Lorelai Gilmore  
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Name: Kate 
Nickname: Katie Pie, She Who is Called Kate. 
Pet Peeve: People 
Proposed Career: Motorsport management 
Probable Career: F1 Wag 
Claim To Fame: Being short and eating chips. 
Favourite Saying: Guess what? 
Role Model: Lia Block, Susie Wolff 
Favourite EOHS Memory: All of it 
What I Will Miss Most: The teacher aides 
Year 13 Quote: If you want something done quickly give it to 
a lazy person they will find the easiest way to do it. 

 

 

 
 
 

Name: Lilly 
Nickname: Lil, Lils, lil dog 
Pet Peeve: When you get blamed for something you actually 
didn’t do for once 
Proposed Career: Farm hand/worker, Shepherd 
Probable Career: Family farm slave  
Claim To Fame: Not doing a single exam 
Favourite Saying: No one’s perfect  
Role Model: My family 
Favourite EOHS Memory: The sport tournaments 
What I Will Miss Most: Common room and definitely BCATS 
Year 13 Quote: Everything happens for a reason  
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Name:  Ashley 
Nickname: Spud 
 
Pet Peeve: People that think that they are hiding in the bathroom but 
we all know that you're in there. 
Proposed Career: Vet Technician  
Probable Career: Dad’s favourite slave labourer 
Claim To Fame: Making dead mum jokes at all the wrong times 
and watching everyone's face drop in horror around me  
Favourite Saying: I definitely failed that   
Role Model: My Mum and her unbeatable determination and 
motivation  
Favourite EOHS Memory: SISS Hockey Tournaments  
What I Will Miss Most: Common Room gossip sessions 

Year 13 Quote:  “I wake up in the morning and I piss excellence” - Ricky Bobby 
 

 
 

Name:  Jayla 
Nickname: JJ, Jay lou 
Pet Peeve: Felicity not showing up for camping 
Proposed Career: Farmer 
Probable Career: A Temu worker 
Claim To Fame: Felicity and I have a weird 
obsession with road cones 
Favourite Saying: My dad is scared of gates 
Role Model: Family and friends 
Favourite EOHS Memory: Leaving! 
What I Will Miss Most: My favourite teachers   
Year 13 Quote: I spent 13,880 hours of my life for a 
paper and a handshake. 
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Name:  Ashton 
Nickname: The IT guy 
Pet Peeve: El Depredador 
Proposed Career: Undisputed Ruler of the Known 
Universe 
Probable Career: Penniless Vagrant 
Claim To Fame: Invention of the wheel (what do 
you mean they did that already?) 
Favourite Saying: “As was foretold by the 
prophecy…” 
Role Model: The guy living in the common room 
roof, never caught his name. 
Favourite EOHS Memory: 2014 Gillett Coon 
Supper 
What I Will Miss Most: Chess during study 
(chess.com/member/ashtonscottnz) 
Year 13 Quote:  I plan to live forever, of course, but 
barring that I'd settle for a couple thousand years. 
Even five hundred would be pretty nice. 

 

Name: Max 
Nickname: El Depredador (The Predator)  
Pet Peeve: Not knowing the name of the guy living in 
the common room roof. 
Proposed Career:   Global Senior Executive Vice 
President for Strategic Innovation, Cross-Functional 
Synergy Optimization, Multiplatform Brand 
Experience Integration, and Interdepartmental 
Stakeholder Alignment in Emerging Digital 
Ecosystems and Future-Forward Market Paradigm 
Development in North African Economic Markets.   
Probable Career: Phrenologist 
Claim To Fame: The hidden harmonica pope thingy, 
it's no big deal.  
Favourite Saying: I don’t know if I’m financially 
stable enough to take on a subprime mortgage.  
Role Model: Bangkok Dangerous, JonBenét Ramsey  
Favourite EOHS Memory: 2014 Gillett Coon 
Supper 
What I Will Miss Most: The moonlit nights on the 

terrace, pinot gris in hand, your head resting on my shoulder as the city hummed below, how 
the troubles seemed to melt away. Sure it was late but we didn't care, the world was ours if 
only for a moment.   
Year 13 Quote: There's no easy way to tell a child their parents are dead. 
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Name: Andreis 
Nickname: UNC, Dreis, Papa Dreis 
Pet Peeve: People who dawdle then run across the 
road and bed bugs 
Proposed Career: A sports coach or tradie  
Probable Career: Working in Aussie mines  
Claim To Fame: Being Manu’s Cousin 
Favourite Saying: To be or not to be - Shakespeare 
Role Model: LeBron Raymone James Sr 
Favourite EOHS Memory: 2014 Gillette Coon 
Supper 
What I Will Miss Most: Changala 
Year 13 Quote: You miss 100% of the shots you 
don't take 

 

 

 

 
Name:  Changala 
Nickname: The BOAT (Best of all time), Unc, 
Father, Daddy, Papi,  
Pet Peeve: People who waste your time, two-faced 
people 
Proposed Career: Entrepreneur 
Probable Career: Engineering  
Claim To Fame: Nothing 
Favourite Saying: Yo 
Role Model: Temetrius Jamel Morant (JA WICK) 
Anthony Edwards (ANT-MAN) 
Favourite EOHS Memory: Nothing 
What I Will Miss Most: Nothing 
Year 13 Quote: We came. We learnt. We left. 
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Celebrating Excellence: Our Class Act Award Winners 

October 16, 2025 

The ODT Class Act awards recognise the excellence of outstanding young people across the 
southern region. We are incredibly proud to announce that our nominees, Addisyn Lawrence 
and Samuel Paton, have been celebrated as this year’s recipients. 

Each year, the best and brightest pupils from local high schools gather at a special awards 
ceremony in Dunedin to receive their Class Act certificates from the Prime Minister. Addisyn 
and Samuel were presented with their awards on Thursday, October 16. 

Well done, Samuel and Addisyn! It was a great honour to be there and celebrate your well-
deserved achievement. 

Samuel Paton 

"Men are made, not born", that is 
Samuel Paton’s motto in life, and the 
name of his boy’s leadership and 
development programme he initiated 
at East Otago High School. 

He was the only Southland/Otago 
delegate to represent New Zealand at 
the London International Youth 
Science Forum last year. 

The head boy plans to study a double 
degree in law and global studies either 
at University of Otago or Victoria 
University next year and his dream is 
to become a policy adviser in 
government. 

Samuel was also chosen to be part of 
the Pacific Future Leaders Academy 
in the Cook Islands, is on a youth 
advisory panel to government and was 
selected for the United Nations Youth 
Global Development Tour. 

The 17-year-old was awarded the trophy for initiative in leadership at his school and says he 
has learnt a lot about different styles of leadership. 

"The biggest thing I’ve come to understand is that a leader isn’t always someone constantly 
leading from the front. Sometimes a subtle hand is all that leadership really needs to be." 
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He initiated the leadership programme at his school as he wanted to see more tāne role 
models. 

"For me growing up in East Otago, there were no male role models other than my brother and 
I wanted to change that. 

The top scholar wants to champion rural communities to be recognised more in politics, and 
in youth advocacy spaces. 

He believes hauora and burnout amongst leaders are topics not discussed enough and he 
wants to focus on models for wellbeing, including "conquering your fears". 

 

 

Achievements 

East Otago High School head boy (2025); Student Council (2021-25); Peer Support Leader 
(2025); NCEA level 2 endorsed with excellence (2024); London International Youth Science 
Forum (2024); NCEA level 1 endorsed with excellence (2023);  Top Scholar year 11 (2023); 
The Hive NZ, current member of youth advisory panel to government; set up and running a 
boys’ leadership and development programme at EOHS, “Men are made, not born” (2024-
25); Academic prefect (2024);  Future Leaders Academy, Cook Islands (2024); Trophy for 
Initiative in Leadership EOHS (2024); Board of Trustee representative (2023); Netball 
umpire – SISS Netball Tournaments (2022-24); Youth Advisory Board for Netball South 
(2023);  School records broken hammer throw (2022, 2023); Coach netball (2022); United 
Nations Youth Global Development Tour (2025); Duke of Edinburgh, bronze award, EOHS 
public speaking shield (2024); National Model United Nations Conference (2022-24), top 
volunteer for EOHS (2023). [abridged] 

Role model 

His whānau and Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

Hopes for the future 

Create a difference in rural communities. 
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Addisyn Lawrence 

 

Addisyn Lawrence grew up on a 
farm and has spent her lifetime 
caring for all creatures great and 
small. 

The 17-year-old East Otago High 
School student plans to study a 
bachelor of veterinary science at 
Massey University next year. It 
has always been her dream to be a 
vet. 

"My dad has always been farm-
based and often in summer there 
were ‘take your daughter to work 
days’ and we’d go and help him. 

"We used to have a three-legged 
cat, she lost her leg in a possum 
trap when we lived out at the 
farm, so with that and arthritis, 
she was always on medication, so 
I was kind of like the pharmacist." 

Addisyn is on student council, has been an academic prefect and a sports and house captain. 
She has also amassed an impressive 500 hours in volunteering including as a volleyball, 
netball and handball coach. 

Her caring nature, dedication and leadership skills are also shown in her roles as a school 
peer support leader. 

Addisyn also says working in hospitality is a good training ground for dealing with 
challenging situations and learning good negotiating skills. 

"It’s trying to find ways that benefit everybody at the same time, that’s the win-win 
situation." 

Thinking of others comes naturally to the school leader who travelled to China this year on a 
school trip for a cross-cultural exchange. 

"It made me appreciate how good New Zealand is and how much more I want to do for my 
community." 
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Achievements 

East Otago High School Head Girl (2025); NCEA level 2 endorsed with excellence (2024); 
Jubilee Cup, first in y12 (2024); David Murray Prize senior student who made an outstanding 
contribution to the school and community in an educational sense (2024); Peer Support 
Leader (2025); NCEA level 1 endorsed with excellence (2023); Student Council (2019-22, 
2024-25); Southern Rangatahi Advisory Group (SRAG) member (2024); SRAG co-leader 
(2025); academic prefect (2024); sports captain (2024); house captain (2023); coach; 
volleyball, netball (2021); coach netball (2022); coach primary netball (2023); coach 
volleyball, handball, junior netball (2024); Netball umpire — SISS Junior Netball 
Tournament (2024); SISS Netball Tournament 2022-25; SVA, Student Volunteer Army — 
top volunteer for EOHS and gold award for 500 hours (2024); Duke of Edinburgh — Gold, 
Bronze and Silver award. 

Role model 

Parents. 

Hopes for the future 

Be a successful vet. 

 

Southern Steel Roadie – Indy Kelly 

Indy Kelly attended the Southern Steel Roadie in May - below she tells us all about it. 

Last Sunday I went to the Southern Steel Roadie in Dunedin. When I 
got there, I grabbed a ball and started practicing my shooting and 
then the Southern Steel Team and Coach came out, I was so excited! 
The Team introduced themselves and talked about what positions 
they play. After that they split us into year groups, 

First up I was in Summer Temu’s group with about 15 other Year 8s 
from all over Otago. We then moved between different stations with 
each of the players teaching us a variety of skills and drills that 
included running, passing, intercepting and how to bend my knees 
and flick my wrist while shooting. My favourite was a shooting 
game where you split into groups and the first group to get to 10 
points won… and we won! Also playing a game called Number 
Netball with the Silver Ferns Kate and Georgia Heffernan was so 
awesome. 
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After all of the groups were done, everyone sat down and asked the Southern Steel questions 
about everything netball. I wanted to ask what made the players choose netball. We all lined 
up and got a Southern Steel team poster signed and talked to the Players and took selfies with 
them. All of the team signed mine and gave helpful feedback about how I participated and 
also answered my questions -  even the Coach! My favourite was Carys Smyth because she 
plays GK like me and she's so talented and really tall. Abby Lawson was very kind, funny 
and really good at coaching too. I loved this experience and also doing the netball prep 
program with Dunedin Netball the last four Thursdays. It's helped me learn and prepare the 
best I can and I'm so excited for the EOHS season starting soon. – Indy Kelly 

 

Otago Secondary Schools Netball Tournament 

The Senior A and Senior B Netball teams 
attended the Otago Secondary Schools Netball 
Tournament on Sunday 8th and Monday 9th 
June. 

Both teams had challenging games and gained 
valuable experience leading up to SISS Netball 
in August. 

Thank you to our wonderful coaches, Joss 
Curtis, Linda Burns and Maxine Drabble for 
giving up you time to help the teams, we really 
appreciate you. Thanks also to our umpires 
Deegan Croucher and Florence Finlay for 
doing a great job and all the parents who 
helped with transporting, scoring and 
supporting. – Roz Croucher 
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Deputy Head Student – Kacey Clark 

Kacey Clark, one of East Otago High School's 
Deputy Head Students, began her journey at EOHS 
in Year 7, joining Mr. Cummings' class. She arrived 
with excitement, drawn by the engaging 
opportunities like woodwork, home economics, and 
science experiments. Having attended Palmerston 
Primary School, Kacey had familiar faces in her 
class, which helped ease any initial nerves. During 
that first year, Head Students Hannah Paton and 
Lauren Keen served as strong female role models, 
inspiring Kacey. 

For Kacey, the greatest strength of EOHS lies in its 
smaller size, fostering close-knit friendships and 
strong one-on-one relationships with teachers who 
truly get to know their students. Kacey has actively 
participated in a variety of sports, including touch, 
handball, basketball, volleyball, and netball. Beyond 
school sports, she's been involved with the Duke of 
Edinburgh award at school, and Girl Guides and St. 
Johns outside of school. Kacey is particularly proud 

to be receiving her Queen's Guide award from the Governor-General this weekend in 
Wellington. She is also just one badge away from completing her Grand Prior Award for St. 
John. 

Looking ahead, Kacey plans to complete a hospitality course before travelling through the 
UK and Europe. Her parents are her biggest role models, and she hopes to eventually settle in 
Palmerston so her own children can attend EOHS. Her motto for this final year, "It's my last 
year, why not," has spurred her to embrace every opportunity, even participating in bike 
camp with the Outdoor Education class and Mr. Adamson, who has greatly encouraged her to 
push beyond her comfort zone. 

Kacey's words of wisdom for all EOHS students are simple: "Roll with the punches." She 
encourages students to try new things and remember that each day offers a fresh start. 
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Deputy Head Student – Greta McCaw 

Greta McCaw, one of East Otago High School's 
Deputy Head Students, began her journey at EOHS 
in Year 7, stepping into Mr. Cummings' class with a 
mix of excitement and trepidation. Luckily, her two 
older sisters were already at the school, offering 
reassuring words and providing positive messages 
about EOHS. 

Early experiences like Peer Support played a crucial 
role in building her confidence. This programme 
allowed her to connect with a Year 13 student, 
fostering a sense of belonging and easing any 
anxieties about navigating a new, larger school 
environment. Fun activities helped diminish the 
typical fears new students often face. Camp Iona 
further cemented these bonds, providing a chance to 
get to know both new teachers and classmates. 
Despite a touch of homesickness, it was a valuable 
bonding experience. Greta recalls one evening where 
students even cooked a meal for their parents – a 
memorable moment of shared responsibility. 

What Greta truly cherishes about East Otago High School are the diverse opportunities it 
offers. She's been a dedicated leader of Kapa Haka for four years and has actively 
participated in numerous school productions. A standout moment this year was securing the 
role of Gabriella in High School Musical, a testament to her deep love for performing. 

This passion for performance clearly shapes Greta's future aspirations. Next year, she plans to 
pursue a Bachelor of Performing Arts at Otago University. Looking further ahead, she hopes 
to train as a teacher in drama, music, or early childhood education, bringing her love of the 
arts to the next generation. 

Greta's motto for her final year is a powerful reminder: “Just do the most you can, it’s your 
last year.” Her advice to other students is equally inspiring: "Don't worry about what others 
think; just follow your passions." 
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Deputy Head Student – Paige Walker 

For Deputy Head Student Paige Walker, East Otago 
High School has always felt like home. She started 
her journey here in Year 7, but her connection to the 
school began much earlier, thanks to her older 
brother, Josh, and her father, Chris Walker, a teacher. 
Paige practically grew up in the school hallways, 
spending her pre- and post-school hours there ever 
since her dad started teaching when she was in Year 
5. 

Paige recalls her first teacher, Ms. McLachlan, with 
great fondness. She loved her two years in Ms. 
McLachlan's class, appreciating the trust and clear 
boundaries. She also remembers the peer support 
program as a highlight, a fun way to connect with 
students from other schools. 

One of the things Paige values most about EOHS is 
its small size. Being with the same group of students 
for so long has allowed her to build strong, lasting 
relationships. The unique experience of attending the 

same school as her brother and dad has also been a special part of her journey. 

Paige's school memories are filled with exciting moments. Last year's ski camp was a definite 
highlight, giving her a chance to bond with the 2024 Year 13's before they graduated. It also 
sparked her love for snowboarding, a passion she's keen to pursue again. 

Another standout moment was competing at the Secondary Schools National Touch 
Tournament in Rotorua in 2023. Watching the country's top teams ignited a new interest in 
her: refereeing. Paige is excited to have attended the Nationals in this new role. 

Next year, Paige will be heading to Otago University to study Sports and Exercise Science. 
She hopes to one day use these skills to travel the world as a sports physiotherapist or 
manager for a New Zealand national team. 

As her time at East Otago High School comes to a close, Paige's message to herself is simple: 
"Enjoy it while it lasts," as she can't believe how quickly the years have gone by. Her advice 
to other students is just as straightforward: "Take every opportunity and don’t listen to others 
who will judge you." 
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Head Student Report – Addisyn 
Lawrence 

2025 has been the hardest but the best year of my 
time at East Otago. My years at high school have 
been a mix of good days, stressful days, funny 
moments, and everything in between. When I first 
showed up as a tiny Year 7, I thought that East Otago 
was huge - coming from a primary school of maybe 
80 at the time. Three others and I transferred from 
Waikouaiti Primary, and through the years the OGs 
are down to 2. When I started I remember thinking 
that the Year 13s were our teachers - I was confused 
about the whole peer support thing. Some of them 
look intimidating, and some others were friendly 
teddy bears. Back then I was clueless about what the 
next few years would be like. Now, looking back, 
it’s crazy how much I’ve changed and how many 
memories I’ve made along the way. 

I learned a lot, not just from the subjects themselves, but from the whole experience. Some 
classes challenged me, some completely confused me at first, and some ended up being my 
favourites. I figured out how to work under pressure, how to deal with deadlines, and how to 
keep going even when I felt tired or overwhelmed. But honestly, some of the most important 
lessons came from outside the classroom. 

High school was also the place where I lost friendships, made new friendships, laughed way 
too much at the wrong moments, and had random conversations that still make me smile. It 
was hanging out at lunch, rushing to finish work before the bell, and celebrating the small 
wins with the people around me that actually mattered. There were days where everything 
felt easy and fun, and others where it felt like the whole world was piling up on me; but I got 
through them, and I’m proud of that. 

Not everything went perfectly, and that’s okay. I learned that things don’t always go to plan, 
that people change, and that life keeps moving. Those tougher moments taught me resilience 
and helped me understand myself better. 

Looking back now, high school wasn’t just a place I went every day. It was the place where I 
grew up a bit, figured out who I am, and started seeing who I want to become. I’m grateful 
for the memories, the people, the lessons; both the easy ones and the hard ones. And even 
though it’s the end of a chapter, it’s also the beginning of something new, and I’m excited for 
whatever comes next. 
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Head Student Report – 
Samuel Patton 

As the year draws to a close, it’s hard to 
believe how quickly 2025 has flown by. 
What a year it has been, not only for my 
own personal growth, but for our entire 
kura and wider community. Being selected 
to serve as one of the Head Students for 
2025 has been an absolute honour and 
privilege. 

Of course, it hasn’t all been sunshine and 
rainbows. There have been challenges 
along the way, and I can honestly say that 
without Addisyn leading alongside me, or 
the incredible support of our Deputy Head 
Students - Paige, Kacey, and Greta, I don’t 
know where I’d be. Each of you has left a 
lasting impact on me and on East Otago 

High School. I truly don’t know how the school will cope without you all! 

For many years, even as a younger student, I dreamed of taking on this role. I watched my 
siblings - Hannah, Luke, and Abs - set the bar incredibly high through everything they 
achieved. At times, it felt almost out of reach, but their example pushed me to strive for more 
and to grow into the kind of person who could one day live up to that standard. I’m endlessly 
grateful for their inspiration and quiet encouragement along the way. 

I also want to acknowledge my parents, who have been a constant point of stability during 
my often-unstable teenage years. Their support, patience, and belief in me have meant more 
than they’ll ever know. To my whānau, thank you. You’ve been my foundation through every 
high and low. 

I am also deeply grateful for the unwavering support of our teachers and the wider 
community. I’ve had the privilege of travelling around Aotearoa and across the world, from 
Europe to the Pacific and North America, representing both our school and our country. None 
of those experiences would have been possible without the dedication, encouragement, and 
generosity of the people who believed in me. To every teacher who challenged me, guided 
me, or backed me when I doubted myself, thank you. You’ve helped shape not only my 
learning, but who I am as a person. 

When I first set my sights on becoming a Head Student, I admired those who held the 
position before me and the way they carried themselves as role models. But what I didn’t 
always see was the tangible action that could come from this platform, the opportunity to 
create change. For me, this role was never just about the title. It was about using it to start 
important conversations and make a difference. 
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That’s why one of my proudest achievements this year was planning and launching the Men 
Are Made, Not Born leadership program for our young tāne. Growing up, I often felt there 
weren’t many solid male students to look up to. Sure, there were a few, but for most of my 
life, our leadership teams were made up entirely of wāhine. This group was created to uplift 
our young men, encourage them to take on challenges, and show them that leadership roles 
are within their reach. 

Through leading this initiative, I’ve tried to show that leadership isn’t about status, it’s about 
service, courage, and kindness. That’s also why I often call myself Head Boy rather than 
Head Student. It’s a small distinction, but one that reflects the message I want to send: that 
our young men can lead with mana, empathy, and strength. 

As I prepare to say goodbye, or rather, see you soon, I want to thank East Otago High School 
for everything it has given me. From the classroom to the common room, from the netball 
court to the exam hall, every experience has taught me something valuable. 

To the younger year levels, if there’s one piece of advice I could leave you with, it’s this: stop 
always looking ahead to the next big thing. For years I was guilty of it - waiting for results, 
counting down to milestones, always looking forward. But life isn’t about what’s next; it’s 
about what’s now. Appreciate the people, the lessons, and the small moments around you. 
Reflect on the past, but don’t get stuck there. Move forward, live in the present, and enjoy 
every step of the journey. 

It took me a while to learn that - I hope you learn it sooner. 

Thank you, East Otago High School. It’s been an honour. 
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Kapa Haka and Polyfest 

 

 

I have been involved in Kapa Haka since Year 8 at 
East Otago High School. Before that, in Primary 
school, I was in that group from the beginning of 
my primary schooling years. It has been a 
whirlwind of learning, practising, and dedication 
to performance from Year 8 when I first learnt the 
school song to having to learn everything else my 
friends had already known from the year before. I 
had to put in a lot of effort outside of school and 
really focus during the one period a week. In the 
later years I started to grow in my confidence 
within the group and started to teach the younger 
students with the help of my peers, with the songs 
and actions they were having trouble with. Being 
in Polyfest for the last time is almost bittersweet. I 
am definitely going to miss the anxious energy 
backstage, where I could never sit down. I loved 

every minute of being a part of Kapa Haka and being on stage with my friends. – Paige 
Walker 
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Kapa Haka has been such a special part of 
my time at EOHS. I have been involved 
since Year 7 and have loved every moment 
from learning all the waiatas and hakas to 
teaching them to new students. I’m so 
grateful for the opportunities it’s given me, 
like becoming one of the Māori Prefects the 
past few years and also one of our group’s 
leaders. Performing for the last time at 
Polyfest was emotional, but I’m incredibly 
proud of everyone who performed alongside 

me. The energy and emotion on stage was so special and that performance will be one I will 
never forget. Thank you to everyone who has been part of my journey in Kapa Haka. You 
have made it unforgettable. I will miss Kapa Haka deeply, but I look forward to watching you 
guys shine in the years to come. – Greta McCaw 

 

 

Being involved in Kapa Haka has been such 
a cool experience. I did Kapa Haka all 
throughout primary school and as soon as I 
started high school I signed straight back up 
for it. I loved learning all the songs and still 
remember every single one I have sung. The 
experiences Kapa Haka has given me have 
been immense from performing on stage to 
learning the school waiata and haka. I 
thought it was so cool when I came to high 
school that the school had their own song. I 

loved Kapa Haka being part of my schooling and seeing different people coming in and the 
amount of people who have helped with Kapa Haka. It is sad to say that it is my last polyfest 
but I will hopefully be in the crowd still cheering. I will miss kapa haka and all the people I 
have performed it with.  – Kacey Clark 
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I have had a rocky relationship with 
kapa haka. From Year 1–6, I 
participated in Kapa Haka and loved 
every second of it. When I started at 
East Otago, I continued during Year 
7, but I gave up in Year 8 due to lack 
of confidence. However, since Year 
11, I have fallen back in love with it. 
I always looked up to the Kapa Haka 
leaders and admired them for their 
hard work, knowing that this was a 
community I wanted to be a part of. 
Learning new waiatas and hakas 

made me so happy, as it allowed me to connect with a part of myself I had not bonded with 
before. Now, as a Year 13, I feel proud to be one of the Māori prefects of 2025 and to stand 
alongside my peers in leading the Kapa Haka group to Polyfest. I have grown so much in my 
confidence with te reo and performing on stage. Although it is sad to say that this was my last 
year performing for EOHS, I will always remain supportive of the school in the years to 
come. – Jada Hewitt 

 

Year 7 Camp – Iona, February 

Camp Iona in Herbert was the Year 7 home for camp week. It was a fantastic week full of 
challenges and mini adventures, many memories were made. The week included trips to the 
Waianakarua River, Graves Dam, McKerrow's Pond and walking around the area. 
Swimming, confidence course, search and rescue, archery, air rifle shooting, tent pitching and 
packing, orienteering, fun in the bush, camp cooking, dancing in the rain and so much more 
were all part of our week. We were lucky to be able to work around the weather, and have 
tremendous support from our whānau and senior students who helped make camp such a 
success for all.  

Students’ Comments… 

Hearing the rumbling sound of thunder coming toward us, and the sprinkle of rain that I 
could feel on my shoulders and head, I knew that we had to set up our tent fast!  

Olivia and I hurried to finish setting up our tent so we 
wouldn't have to get soaked in the rain, and we wouldn't 
have to sleep in a wet tent.  

After lots and lots of hard work we finished with the help 
of Mr Cruice and my peer support leader, Ava. "Thank 
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goodness," I sighed, but almost one minute after we 
had finished it, it started showering down with rain, 
soaking us in water drops.  

Suddenly a big ROAR emerged from the sky 
frightening everybody at camp 

 - Annie Browne 

 

It was the second last day of camp and we had to do abseiling.  

"Group 4, please come over, it's your turn," the lady that was helping us said. I could feel my 
stomach drop a bit as I walked up to the start.  

We arrived at the start but before abseiling we had to go across a little rope. I was 
definitely scared to do this, but watching lots of other people do it made it a little bit 
better.  

"Here I go!" I laughed.  

I clipped the carabina to the rope and pulled myself along. It didn't feel 
that bad except my back hurt a bit. Lots of people needed help to be 
pulled in but I did all the hard work by myself.  

Lucy Hutchinson.  
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Year 8 Camp - Gunns Bush 

Year 8 students embarked on an action-packed camp, making Gunns Bush our home base for 
an unforgettable week. They took part in a wide range of activities, from swimming and 
playing disc golf to exploring local history and culture. Highlights included learning about 
Māori art, visiting a wallaby park, discovering the beauty of Victoria Park’s botanical 
gardens, playing touch rugby, and taking in the views from the White Horse lookout. 
Students also explored Totara Estate and Clarks Mill, gaining insight into the area’s rich 
history and finally tying in history with Sci-fi at the SteamPunk Museum. – Kylie Scott 

 

Below are some reflections 
from students about their 
camp experience! 

"We flung our bags on our 
backs and decided to go on 
a little adventure. Everyone 
had to pair up, and Sophie 
and I went straight toward 
each other! We walked in a 
two-file line, chatting and 
laughing on our way to this 
cool little garden filled with 
all kinds of animals. After 
walking for about two 
minutes from the 
playground, we were 

standing outside a greenhouse with colorful flowers and weird, amazing plants. It was super 
cool to see all the different types, some I'd never seen before!" – Aria C 
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"I learnt quite a lot on that bush walk for example what different sources of nature can be 
used for different things. After we finished the bush walk we swapped over and we did the 
clay art. It was pretty fun because all you had to do was find nature and press it to your piece 
of clay. If I’m being honest mine looked pretty cool because we found berries and smudged it 
all over my clay." - Emily S. 

 

 

 

 

I noticed the eel squirming under the bank, then I saw a line so I snapped it off like a flash. 
Then I quickly grabbed the eel up and splashed ashore. I saw a hook dangling out of its 
mouth so we released him back after a look. Tane saw a little trout and in a flash he scooped 
it up and he had it in his hands! But as soon as he brought it to the surface he lost it. In a flash 
it jumped out of his hands. - Mateus Parker. 

 

I looked up at the colorful wall, thinking which way should I 
go up if I went up it. "Tane", Raff shouted at me, "Let's have a 
go at getting up the rock wall!"  

I paused before replying, "Sure".  
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I grabbed a harness and strapped it tight then I found myself halfway up the wall racing Raff. 
At the top I held the rope with both hands and glided down nice and slowly touched the 
ground. - Tane Te Huia.  

The fire crackled angrily as I stood hunched over beside it. The rain dripped onto the grass as 
hot embers rose to meet them. The marshmallows on the end of the rusty metal skewer were 
melting, their remnants dripped slowly into the flames below. The rest sat waiting to be eaten. 
- Izzy Jackson . 

The van tore up the dusty winding road as we made our ascent. The road threw up rocks and 
dirt as we drove. We came to a stop, the view was magnificent. I ran to the covered pavilion, 
three maps were in there. I pointed to the map then to the landscape around us. Looking out at 
the land below made me feel like a queen looking out over her kingdom. Waimate laid 
peacefully in the valley. Sir called out, we were going to the White Horse. It stood tensely on 
the hillside. Sir took photos and then we got to eat. - Indy Ollerenshaw.  
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Year 9 Camp, Glenorchy 

The Year 9s had an amazing time away at their camp at Glenorchy Lodge. A stunning walk 
to Lake Rere and a highlight was swimming at Elfin Bay on the way out! 
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2025 Challenge Wanaka Triathlon 

 

Congratulations to the following students who competed in the Intermediate and Secondary 
Schools 2025 Wanaka Challenge Triathlon. 

Year 7 Team 

Lucy Hutcheson, Kaydence Steel, Larissa Maw 

Year 8 Team 

Sophie McWilliam, Frankie Fitzgerald, Paige Kearney 
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U16 Girls Secondary Schools 

Sophie Hutcheson 

On Friday 14th February I competed in 
the Challenge Wānaka Triathlon. It 
was definitely a tough day out and was 
extremely hot so I was very glad when 
the finish line was in sight. In not 
much over an hour I swam 300m, 
biked 10 km and then finished it off 
with a 3.5km run. I did enjoy it but 
safe to say it was very difficult and 
challenging. - Sophie 

When Sophie wasn’t running this year, 
she was…running. Here she is in the 

epic 15K Motatapu Miners Trail Run in Arrowtown: 

OK, so she’s walking NOW, but 
just for a little bit… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And here, in the Logan Park Road Race… 

 

…well done on a great year’s running, Sophie! 
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2025 North Otago Primary Schools Swimming Champs 

 

L-R: Mateus Parker, Kane Kelly, Mr Cruice, Isabel Jackson, Ella Dippie, Lucy 
Hutcheson, Hope Helm, Evie Peddie, Lucy Rowland, Sophie McWilliam 

On the 19th of March, nine swimmers from East Otago High School attended the North 
Otago Primary Schools Swimming Champs. 

Congratulations to the following swimmers who gained top three placings: 

Kane Kelly - 12 Yr Boys 50m Freestyle - 1st 

Mateus Parker - 11 Yr Boys 50m Backstroke - 2nd 

Also a huge congratulations to Kane Kelly who broke the EOHS Yr 7/8 Boys 50m Freestyle 
record with a time of 34.79. 
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Dunedin Primary Schools Netball Festival 

Two Year 7/8 Netball teams 
attended the Dunedin 
Primary Schools Netball 
Festival at the Edgar Centre 
on Thursday, 15th May. 

The Wildcats had a very 
successful day with a win in 
game one against Trinity 8 
Blue, 16-7. Players of the 
game were Sophie 
McWilliam and Jademaree 
Bambery-South for their 
impressive intercepts. Game 
two against Balmac Bronze 
was another win, 19-3, with 
players of the game going 
to Emily Scott for her great 
shooting and Jasmine 

Ahlbrandt for some awesome intercepts. Game three rounded out the day with another win 
against KVC Mystics, 21-10. Player of the game was Robert Ahlbrandt. 

The Tigers also had a great day, winning game one against Balmac Grey, 12-10. Game two 
was played against Columba 7 Storm and resulted in a loss, 11-5. Game 3 against Trinity 7 
Blue with a decisive win, 19-1. 

Thank you to the coaches, Sara McWilliam and Stephanie Maindonald and to the student 
refs Jada Hewitt and Bella Hagan for giving up their time to ensure the players had a great 
day. – Roz Croucher 
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China Trip  

During the 
Term Two 
holidays, we 
had an 
unforgettable 
adventure 
across China 
and Hong 
Kong. Our 
East Otago 
High School 
students 
embraced 
every 
moment with 
open hearts, 
curiosity, and 
enthusiasm 
— making 
memories 
and 

friendships that will last a lifetime. 

The trip began in Beijing, where after a smooth journey we were warmly welcomed by our 
local guide “Kiwi.” Students immersed themselves in authentic experiences — from 
traditional breakfasts and bustling markets to a heartfelt welcome ceremony alongside local 
Chinese students, where our school haka was proudly performed. 
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Exploring the Great Wall of China was a true highlight. The students supported one another 
as they tackled the steep paths, sharing laughter and awe at the stunning views. Visits to 
iconic sites like the Bird’s Nest Stadium, the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, and the 
Summer Palace deepened their understanding of China’s rich history and culture. 

 

In Tianjin, 
students 
continued to 
shine through 
martial arts 
classes, 
creative eco-
fashion 
shows, 
traditional 
costume 

experiences, and a memorable river cruise. Our time in Hong Kong was equally inspiring, 
with students engaging in interactive lessons, building friendships with local peers, and 
enjoying the magic of Disneyland. 

Throughout the journey, our students represented East Otago High School and Aotearoa with 
pride, kindness, and respect. Their resilience, openness, and eagerness to learn made us all 
incredibly proud. 

 

We want to extend a huge 
thank you to the whānau, 
staff, and community who 
supported this trip. Your 
encouragement helped make 
this life-changing experience 
possible. – Ian Adamson 
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High School Musical  

 

What a wonderful, wild ride it was bringing High School Musical to the stage. Around a 
quarter of our students pulled together—on stage and behind the scenes—supported by 
dedicated staff in so many roles and our ever-encouraging whānau, to create a show to 
remember. 

 

With our 
students and 
staff involved 
in so many 
activities 
both in and 
out of school, 
rehearsal 
schedules 
needed to be 
flexible! 
After 
working hard 
in Terms 1 
and 2, 
everything 
came 

together in the final fortnight, with daily rehearsals where we polished the show, added set, 
lighting, sound, props, and costumes, and brought the whole production to life. 
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I could not be more proud of our cast. The joy on stage came from the way they pulled 
together, encouraged each other, and made sure everyone had the chance to shine. Watching 
students stretch themselves, try new things, and step into roles that many people would find 
daunting - all with smiles on their faces -  was an absolute highlight. 

 

High School Musical was a 
joy to watch develop, a joy 
to witness on stage, and a 
production that East Otago 
High School can be truly 
proud of. 

We are incredibly grateful 
to our sponsors, to the 
wonderful people at East 
Otago Musical Theatre, 
especially Dave Keen and 
Sonya Watson, and to Tom 
from Crossfade for their 
support in making this 
production possible.  

In so many ways, this is an 
example of the team work 
making the dream work!  

- Megan Gallagher 

 

 

Comments from the cast… 

 

The show was absolutely amazing! as a 
cheerleader who was on stage and dancing, 
having a fabulous time and enjoying myself 
on stage was absolutely amazing. We all did 
ever so well, I am beyond proud of everyone 
in the cast and I give a big thanks to the 
teachers that made this happen for us!!  

Even being off stage was still a delight and watching people on stage having a good time was 
so great, I love how many laughs we got during the show, how many smiles we got, and all 
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the cheers!! I would do anything to go back on stage and perform again, I will forever be 
beyond proud of the whole cast!! Go Wildcats!! :) – Autumn Walker 

 

 

Hello everyone, I’m Paige Walker, or as you might know me, Sharpay Evans. I had the 
absolute pleasure of being one of the leads in this year’s musical, and it was an unforgettable 
experience. From rehearsals to the final performance, I loved every single moment. Not going 
to lie, there were times when we thought the show might not even happen, but with 100% 
focus on our goal, and plenty of fun along the way, we made it through and created many 
amazing memories together.  
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Performing alongside Sam was a real 
highlight for me, and I’m sure that came 
across on stage. At first, I struggled; I 
had no idea how to step into a character 
so different from myself. But with the 
guidance and encouragement of Mrs 
Gallagher, I found my voice, my 
confidence, and my love for performing 
grew even more. This entire experience 
has been truly wonderful, and I owe it 
all to the teachers who put their heart 
and soul into bringing our show to life. 

Thank you for giving us this opportunity, it’s something I’ll never forget.  

– Paige Walker 

 

Formal 2025 

 

 

On the 23rd of May the Year 13 cohort presented East Otago High School with ‘A Night Out 
in Hollywood’ formal. The couple of days leading up to this event were spent working 
extremely hard setting up the multiple photo booths, tables and lights, so everyone could 
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enjoy the night. This year was the biggest formal that East Otago High School has hosted in 
years - totalling 108 people. 

 

 Attendees came in many different capacities from current 
students and partners, to staff, Year 13 parents, board 
members, and external head students from Waitaki Boys 
High School, Waitaki Girls High School, Tokomairiro 
High School, and Maniototo Area School. 

The night officially kicked off at 6pm, everyone started 
arriving in their fancy vehicles (ranging from firetrucks to 
hotrods and vintage cars), all enjoying the experience of 
walking the red carpet and ‘East Otago’s Walk of Fame’. 
Guests were then formally welcomed by our Principal 
Mrs Newcombe, Deputy Principal Mr Spittle and the two 
Head Students Addisyn Lawrence and Samuel Paton. 
This was shortly followed by a dinner-dessert service, and 
photos galore. Throughout the night songs were played 
that got everyone moving (popular favourite being 

Macarena and multiple songs by the Kings of Leon). 

Overall, the night was a massive hit and 
enjoyed by all. We wanted to say a big thank 
you to Tony Cummings (BBQ Bill - 
Catering), Elizabeth Prentice and her crew 
(Maneland Photography), Gravity Events 
(DJ), Lively and Co (for the last minute sash 
dash) and all the staff for helping us behind 
the scenes, it truly couldn't have been 
possible without you!  

As Head Students this process was very 
exciting as it was an opportunity that we had 
all been excited for a long time. The 
planning and preparation was tough and 
didn’t come easy but we really couldn’t have 
asked for a better year group of students, all 
of which helped to make this formal a 

memorable night that we will continue to remember for years to come.  
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On behalf of all of the Year 13s a final thanks has to go to all of our guests who brought fire 
dance moves and created an environment that we didn’t want to leave behind. 

 – Addisyn Lawrence 
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Matariki Celebrations 

We had a fantastic time celebrating Matariki this year! Our school event on Tuesday, June 
17th, was a huge success. It was a joy to see over 100 primary school students from around 
the region enjoying the activities we had on offer. A massive thank you goes out to our 
incredible East Otago High School students who did a phenomenal job leading the activities 
and guiding our younger visitors. Their leadership and enthusiasm made the event truly 
special, and I was incredibly proud of their efforts. Thanks to all our visitors for joining us, 
and a big shout-out to our students for stepping up and demonstrating such fantastic 
leadership skills! – Helen Newcombe 

 

 

EOHS Library 2025  

The 2025 EOHS Student Librarians 

A big thank you to the wonderful student librarians this year. Your help has been so much 
appreciated. 

Year 7/8 Library Visits 2025 

The task was book tasting where students “read a book for 10 minutes” and each library 
session they “tasted” (or read) a different book in a different genre and broadened their 
reading choices. They recorded their reading genre and the date of the reading on their 
BINGO sheets. This reading linked to their school wide reading challenge points. The 
Reading Time was for 10 minutes. There were 4 visits over the terms. 

Rivers of Reading Group 2025 

We continued the Rivers of Reading Group this year. Years 9,10,11 capable and motivated 
readers are involved. We met to talk about books, share our recent reading from our 
logbooks, and suggest new titles that we’ve enjoyed to others. The library welcomed a 
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display from Jennifer Fiala, which featured some of her reading selections and her 
wonderfully succinct book reviews…getting to the essence of the story. 

 

 

Matariki Celebration Day at EOHS 

The library team had a great day being part of the 
school wide Matariki activity day. Student groups 
from local schools rotated around the school 
participating in selected activities. In the library, 
students first heard about the significance of the 
Matariki stars from Mrs Mackay, then students 
spent time working at a crayon scratch activity 
organized by Mrs Arnold. There were other 
Matariki theme activity sheets available for fast 
finishers. We had excellent support from our 
EOHS helper students. Afterwards, the library 
displayed the vibrant artwork. There were 
lunchtime activities in the library, with a fun prize 
draw at the end of the week. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

46 
 

School Cultural Celebration Day 

Students could proudly wear their country’s 
national dress or colours. The senior students 
encouraged students to place a sticker showing 
their country on the world map, which was also a 
nice opportunity for a chat. 

Break times in the library 

The library is a popular place to spend time with 
friends, read, browse for books, play games and go 
online. An excellent place to be on cold days with 
the heaters!!!  

 

Season’s Greetings to you all from the EOHS Library. Have fun and enjoy an awesome 
holiday. 

Greenstone Caples Tramp 

Kacey, Addisyn and Sophie and me went 
on a four day tramp around the Greenstone 
Caples.  

Our first day on the 17th of January we 
had a four hour drive from school to 
Glenorchy and out to the Greenstone 
caples track. We then parked the van and 
started our tramp. The first day was a 
pretty easy day slowly walking up the 
river over 8 kms. Despite probably being 
one of the most easy days we all felt it 
after the long drive. We stayed in the Mid 

Caples Hut for the night.  

The second day we started out strong with an easy long straight stretch. After lunch that's 
when the incline really started. A long gradual incline that was steep enough that it hurt but 
not so steep that you gave up. When we finally got to the top of the 945 meters above sea 
level McKellar saddle we were ready for the day to end. Well it didn’t. The huge incline we 
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had just completed we now had to walk straight back down and it wasn’t a nice easy track. 
After going straight downhill we walked along a lake until reaching the end where the hut 
was. Our total kms were 24.  

The third day was for me personally the hardest. Our bodies were sore and definitely tired 
and yet 22 kms to our last hut were stretched out in front of us. The UV was high and so was 
the temperature. Walking in an open valley with no tree coverage was exhausting but 
beautiful. We made it only because we knew that the next day would be our last. 

LAST DAY! We were going fast. We were averaging three kms an hour and continued that 
pace the whole day. The trip had been amazing and beautiful but we were ready for home. 
Walking out into the car park I have never been so happy to see a school van. – Ciara Clark 

Kate Howard - Motorsport Scrutineering 

Kate Howard was involved with the 
NZ Saloon title run at Beachlands 
Speedway in Dunedin between 30th 
January and 1st February. 

This season she has been a scrutineer 
for Speedway NZ, inspecting cars for 
compliance. She got to race her own 
Honda Accord production saloon 
(81D) on Thursday night, as well as 
scrutineering. She parked up her race 
car and spent the Friday and Saturday 
meetings helping make sure that all 
competitors were safe and met the 
criteria to ensure fair racing.  

Officials aren't always the favourite 
people but their job is important. 
Competitors and officials said she did a 
great job. This is great experience for 
building a motorsport career. 
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Tyler Vickers - 2025 South Island Secondary Schools 
Moto-Cross Country  
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On Sunday, 17th August, I was lucky enough to attend the South Island Secondary Schools 
(SISS) Moto Cross event at Taieri Mouth. A couple of hundred students from schools all over 
the South Island came to compete. 

The track on the day was muddy and challenging. Parts of the course were slippery, “the 
roost” (the spray of mud and dirt) was heavy, and grass and mud kept clogging my radiator, 
which made my bike overheat. This did not stop me, though! 

I placed 4th out of 35 riders, and placed 20th overall. I was a bit disappointed as I missed out 
on a trophy, but overall I was happy with my performance. I am now looking forward to the 
next event in Central Otago later this month. 

It would be fantastic to see more people from our school giving this series a go. If more riders 
take part, we can work together as a team to earn points for the SISS Trophy. The series is 
open to students from Year 9 up. – Tyler Vickers 

   

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

50 
 

Maniototo Sports Exchange 

This year we had our annual 
sports exchange with 
Maniototo Area School. Many 
fun games were played with 
some very close scores. 
Thank you Maniototo so 
much for having us, thank you 
to everyone who played and 
who helped out on the day. 
We do this sports exchange to 
honor Jack Martin by playing 
the sports he loved to play, 
keeping his legacy alive. 
Good job EOHS for the 
amazing effort and for 
winning the Shield!! 
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Year 13 Crab Camp 

 

The Year 13 Biology class joined Roxburgh, 
Lawrence, Twizel and Maniototo Area 
School students for a combined three-day 
Crab Camp at the New Zealand Marine 
Centre at Portobello.  

The students learnt about the biology of 
crabs and designed and carried out an 
experiment investigating the responses of 
crabs to changing an environmental 
factor.  Everyone worked hard and collected 
good data for their report. A highlight was 
staying at the Lodge on Quarantine Island 
and travelling to and from the Marine Centre 
by water taxi. – Helen McIntyre 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 

52 
 

Men Are Made, Not Born 

 

 

A Student-Led Leadership Camp Changing the Way Our Young Men Grow 
By Samuel Paton, Head Student 2025 

When I first started high school, I noticed something was missing. 

As a young man trying to navigate the challenges of growing up, figuring out who I was, who 
I wanted to be, and how to carry myself, I often felt like I was doing it alone. There were 
adults I could look up to, sure, but I lacked male role models just a few steps ahead of me. 
There was no one my age or slightly older showing me what it meant to lead with strength, 
purpose, and empathy. 

So I decided to change that! Not just for myself, but for the next generation coming through. 

That idea became the foundation for Men Are Made, Not Born, a leadership initiative 
designed to help young men grow into confident, self-aware leaders. What started as a 
personal goal turned into a full-year programme and, eventually, an unforgettable camp 
experience that brought everything we’d learned to life. 
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Throughout the year, I ran early-morning leadership sessions every second Wednesday. 
These gatherings became more than just lessons; they became spaces of growth. We talked 
openly about what leadership really means, not in terms of titles or popularity, but in terms of 
integrity, service, and leading by example. We explored our personal values. We 
discussed hauora,  the Māori model of wellbeing that covers physical, mental, emotional, and 
spiritual health. We engaged in discussions about mental health, resilience, and what it means 
to lead with honesty and heart, especially as young men in a world that doesn’t always 
champion transparency on topics of that nature. 

These sessions laid the groundwork. But the real transformation happened when we stepped 
outside the classroom. 

Our three-day camp began at our school's Glenorchy Lodge, nestled among the Southern 
Alps. We took a grounding hike through the Routeburn Valley, a chance to reflect, breathe, 
and connect with both ourselves and each other. That night, as we shared kai and stories, we 
reflected on leaders we look up to and what attributes we admire about those leaders. This 
was an opportunity that allowed us to draw connections between people we look up to and 
the common attributes that they exhibit.  

The following day tested us both 
physically and mentally. After a 
gondola ride and some fun on the luge 
track in Queenstown, we faced the 
biggest challenge of all, BUNGY 
JUMPING! The fear was real, but so 
was the growth. Taking that leap 
became a metaphor for leadership 
itself: courageously stepping into the 
unknown, trusting yourself, and 
embracing the process. For myself this 
was my ultimate challenge as I look 
back to a young Sam shaking and 
wailing on the ground at the top of 
Puketapu’s monument and see how far 
I have come personally from someone 
who was literally crippeled by fear to 
someone who could stand on a ledge of 
a 43m high bridge and trust that when I 
took that step it was all going to be ok. 
I am proud not only of my self but all 
of my boys who also took that leap of 
faith and courage.  

We finished that day in Wānaka, 
sharing conversations and quiet 
moments that deepened our 
understanding of one another. That 

night, when reflecting, we talked about what-ifs, what if I hadn't jumped? This allowed us to 
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talk about and understand that leadership is about leading by example, just like when I took 
the first Bungy Jump, I showed the rest of our group that it would be ok. It highlighted that in 
order to expect others to do something, you first have to overcome your challenges, to then be 
able to help others with their own personal challenges.  

Our final day began with watching the rugby as a group, a moment of calm and camaraderie. 
Then we climbed Mt Iron, and at the summit, with panoramic views stretching before us, we 
felt a profound sense of accomplishment, not just in the climb, but in our growth as young 
leaders over the weekend. 

Men Are Made, Not Born taught us that leadership isn’t about being loud or in charge. It’s 
found in the quiet choices, acting with integrity, offering support to a mate who’s struggling, 
and standing up for what’s right, even when it’s hard. 

This programme gave us the space and support to become the kind of leaders, and the kind of 
men, we once needed. And while the camp has ended, our journey is just beginning. True 
leadership is not built in a weekend, but in the everyday decisions we make, the way we carry 
ourselves, and the mana we bring into the world around us.  

With the correct timing and mentorship I hope to continue this mahi next year as I pursue my 
studies at the University of Otago, a decision I have thought long and hard about before 
making. But ultimately mahi like this is all too important to let fizzle out.   

To the families who have supported this kaupapa: Thank you. Your sons have shown 
courage, reflection, and real growth. I hope they carry this experience with them for years to 
come. 

Men aren’t born, they’re made. And this is just the beginning. 

He rakatira, he arahi – A leader is a guide. 

Ngā mihi, 
Samuel Paton 
Head Boy 2025 
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Pi Day 

 

East Otago High School celebrated Pi Day with an exciting school-wide Challenge! Students 
from all houses competed in teams, racing across different locations to complete Pi-related 
challenges. The event blended math, problem-solving, and physical activities, making 
learning about Pi interactive and enjoyable. 

Each station tested students' knowledge and creativity with tasks such as a Pi trivia quiz, a 
relay race involving circle measurements and Pi digit memorisation. Teams worked together 
to solve puzzles, earning clues to their next location. The competition was fierce, with 
students displaying incredible teamwork and enthusiasm. 

In the end, the first team to complete all the stations and return to the starting point emerged 
victorious! Congratulations to McKenzie House for their outstanding performance. Special 
recognition also goes to all participants for their effort and sportsmanship. 

A big thank you to the staff and student volunteers who helped organise and run the event. 
The day was a fantastic way to celebrate mathematics in a fun and engaging way. We look 
forward to making this an annual tradition! 

House Standings from the Event: 
1st Place: McKenzie 



 
 
 
 

56 
 

2nd Place: Muir 
3rd Place: Clark 

Thank you to everyone who participated and made Pi Day a memorable experience! – Ian 
Adamson 

Annual Mathletics Competition 

 

In September, East 
Otago High School 
held its annual 
Mathletics 
Competition, bringing 
together students 
from all year levels to 
test their problem-
solving skills in a fun 
and energetic way. 
The event was run in 
Houses, with students 
working together to 
crack a range of 
maths challenges in 
just 40 minutes. 

 
The hall was full of happy faces and busy brains as students collaborated across year levels, 
sharing ideas and strategies to work through the tricky problems. It was fantastic to see the 
teamwork, determination, and encouragement between younger and older students. 

 
The competition came down to the wire, with only a handful of points separating the top 
teams. McKenzie House took the win, but it was a very close battle, with School House right 
on their heels. 

 
A big thank you goes to Mrs Clark for all her hard work in organising the event and making 
sure everything ran smoothly. 
 
Congratulations to everyone who took part – it was a great display of House spirit, teamwork, 
and mathematical talent! 

Ian Adamson 
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From the Art Department 

 

 

The students in the Year 9 and 10 Art class and the Year 7 and 8 Art class have worked hard 
to create inspiring and uplifting art work with positive messages for cancer patients. The art 
work was then attached to paper bags. The bags are then used by the cancer patients to store 
their clothes in while they are undergoing treatments. The students created lovely images and 
inspiring artwork. Messages the students used included the following: Kia Kaha, You can do 
this, A new day, A new hope, You need to believe in miracles for them to happen, Don't give 
up, You are a survivor.  

The Southern Cancer Society Community Funding Partner, Craig McGregor was impressed 
with the hard work East Otago students had done. In total 51 artworks for the bags were 
created and photos of the students’ efforts are also displayed on the Southern Cancer Society 
media page. Well done, a great effort! – Rachel Foster 
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Here is a selection of works from our talented senior artists: 

Ava Eddy, Year 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skye Van Dyk, Year 12  
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Gretta McCaw, Year 13 

       

Kalay Rameka, Year 12 
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Kate Howard, Year 13 

 

 

Mackenzie Snow, Year 12 
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   Ariki Cook 
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 Lillian Ottley 

 

Ihaka Kennedy   
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Aneka Thompson 

 

 

Billie Schultz 
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Caleb Todd 

 

Falco Hurrell
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Humanities Field Trips 2025 

Humanities ran two field trips this year to gather 
essential data for assessment, and also to drink 
hot chocolate on cold days! The first trip was by 
the year 12s, who surveyed eatery locations in 
Oamaru to calculate, which were most popular 
in what locations.  

The year 13s went to Port Chalmers and 
gathered data, trying to ascertain where solar and 
or wind energy production might be set up.  

Left: Mackenzie surveying at Macdonalds. 

 

 

 

U19 National Handball Camp 

On the weekend of the 22nd and 23rd March I 
attended an U19 National Handball Camp. 
When I arrived, I was really nervous as I had no 
clue what to expect. I was the only person from 
EOHS to attend, and there were people from all 
over the country attending.  
On the first day, we focused more on attack 
work, shooting forms and how to get around 
your defense. I learnt ways to develop my 
playing ability, and better ways to ‘put off’ the 
goalie. On the second day we learnt how to 
properly stop the attacker from shooting, and 
faking.  

By the end of the two days it was safe to say I 
was very sore, but for a good reason. I learnt 
how to play proper position such as pivot and 
left back. I enjoyed every day even if it was 

incredibly hard at some times. – Addisyn Lawrence 
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Diving at Dive Otago 

 
Students from East Otago High School’s Outdoor Education class took the plunge with Dive 
Otago as part of their Discover Scuba Diving experience. For many, it was their first time 
using scuba equipment and exploring the underwater environment — a unique and 
unforgettable adventure. 

Guided by qualified instructors, students learned the basics of scuba diving, including how to 
use their gear, underwater safety protocols, and how to communicate while submerged. The 
hands-on learning provided a fantastic opportunity to build confidence, teamwork, and 
practical diving skills. 

This experience is a highlight of the Outdoor Education programme and aligns with the 
course’s focus on challenging students in new environments while encouraging personal 
growth. – Ian Adamson 
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                     Workshop News 

It has been a very positive year in the workshop. Junior classes have been buzzing with 
motivated students pushing to get their pinball games and stool projects completed. There is a 
group of Year 7 and 8 students who simply couldn’t wait for their turn in the workshop who 
have been taking advantage of Monday and Wednesday lunchtimes when the workshop is 
open for students. 

Our Year 9 and 10 stool project involves a lot 
of chisel work and students have learned to 
sharpen and maintain their own chisel 
throughout the project.  

In the Senior School there have been a wide 
variety of projects underway. This year, we 
have tried to design meaningful projects that 
encourage students to make connections with 
their work. 

There were lots of bedside cabinets from Year 
11 and 12 students. A Year 11 group project 
paved the tee areas for the school’s Disc golf 
course. A small group of Year 13 students 
collaborated to construct a garden shed for our 
community gardens. A highlight for many of 
our students has been watching Lilly Kemp’s 
project develop. Lilly bought in a pile of old 

totara fence posts from her farm, which were broken down to reveal the beautiful grain within 
and assembled into an entertainment unit that showcases some history from her family's farm. 
– Richard Cruice 

 

…part of Lilly’s project all glued up – a woodworker can never 
have too many clamps! 
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Cross Country 

The Year 12 P.E. 
class ran our annual 
school cross country, 
and it turned out to 
be an amazing event 
with lots of student 
involvement and 
plenty of fun. The 
weather was 
beautiful on the day, 
creating the perfect 
conditions for a 
successful event. 
Alongside the cross 
country, we also 

held a fun run, featuring a loop with a waterslide that students could enjoy as many times as 
they liked. House spirit awards were handed out, with Ethan Te Raki winning Best Dressed, 
and Evie Peddie and Tane Te Huia, two of our junior students, being awarded Most Muddiest. 
A huge thanks goes out to all the Staff and volunteers who made it possible for this event to 
go ahead and run smoothly! – Ella McGregor and Juliet Clare 
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English News 

 
What a busy year it’s been. As well as China trips, High School Musicals and various sundry 
demands on their time, our students still somehow found time to excel on the academic front.  
NZQA have released the results for the CAA Reading tests and those students who have yet 
to achieve the standard can be counted on one hand - and that’s from Year 10 up! This is an 
amazing result and would be the envy of many schools. As we head towards the end of the 
year, and I know I keep banging on about this, please encourage them to read for pleasure - 
honestly, it’s the one thing they can do to guarantee success in life and the one common trait 
in successful students: good students read. If you haven’t read for a long time why not grab a 
copy of your favourite book and re-read it: it’s like catching up with an old friend. If young 
people see us reading, maybe they might just give it a go! – Brian Strang 

Senior Writing – Lily Newcombe 

The Garden of Grace and Gilded Dreams 

“Lovely choices, Lydia!” Meredyth says giddily, with excitement. “Yes, they are lovely, aren't 
they?” Lydia's response and way of speaking is filled with such superiority and gracefulness. 
“Are these to be worn at the upcoming social ball?” Meredyth’s question is rather self-
explanatory, but Lydia enjoys her conversation and answers respectfully as always. “Yes, they 
are. How much do I owe you?”   



 
 
 
 

70 
 

“Ah, yes, you never fail to purchase my most costly ribbon and lace, my dear.” Meredyth and 
Lydia giggle at one another.  Lydia unclips her coin purse, “10 shillings.”  Lydia slides the 
required amount across the old wooden workbench and waves goodbye to Meredyth and her 
favourite shop.   

 

As Lydia takes her first step back outside into the street, she is taken aback by the number of 
people roaming around on outings this afternoon. Many people of all sorts flutter past her, not 
in a hurry, but they walk with such a purpose in their step. Lydia Thompson fits in with the 
wealthy appearing crowd, for she too is from wealth and a very agreeable lady at that. Lydia 
was a small but accomplished woman. Her head was filled with beautiful blond, gold and 
crystal white curls that were styled. Half of her hair was tied up in an organised bun, while 
the other half draped gracefully down her shoulders and back in largely sectioned curls. Her 
deep emerald green eyes contrasted beautifully against the soft royal blue of her favourite 
outing dress and the pearl jewellery she wore. Any man would be delighted to dance with 
her.    

  

She began her walk home, her mood was present with each step she took. Hertfordshire was 
the place she was from. Her estate was out in the country rather than in town, but not too far 
to walk, not for Lydia, for she loved to walk in the evening glow.  On her journey, there was a 
bridge she would cross each way. The architecture of the stone structure was so captivating 
that she regularly stopped on her way into and home from town to admire the structure's 
beauty.  As she stood at the bridge's apex, she leaned over the railing, peering down the creek, 
trickling down alongside a stoned riverbed with willow tree roots shooting out of the river 
walls. The willows surrounding the creek were tall, bent and old and created an archway over 
the river. “The trees resemble Meredyth,” Lydia giggled to herself. She turns and skips off the 
bridge, continuing her way through the golden sunlit fields to her home. 

 

After passing onto the property of her home, she's standing facing the house in the middle of 
a pale stone path with luscious green gardens illuminating the path from either side. There 
was a grey stone fountain in the middle of the garden to the left. Because it had just been 
winter in the passing months, the fountain had not been running, but today, for the first time 
in a while, it was running. The sparkling, clear water cascaded down the structure, stationed 
at the centre of the fountain. It caught her eye immediately. She approached one of the four 
elongated benches positioned around the fountain and sat down, appreciating the flora 
arranged around the gardens and the elegance of the fountain at this time of day, when the sun 
shone beautifully. 
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As Lydia sat, admiring her surroundings, her attention was drawn to a gardener working in a 
patch of red tulips near the fountain. She studied him for a moment; he looked to be around 
her age. His presence startled her, and she got up and continued her way up the path. Her 
manor was magnificent. A large structure with tall stone pillars on either side of the most 
grand front door that would open into the front hall. It was white with arched windows 
wrapping around the building. As she made her way up one of the stairways to the second 
floor, she watched her feet, thinking of the gardener and how easily mesmerising he was.   

 

Lydia shared her room with her oldest sister, Elizabeth. Upon entering, her sister was seated 
at her bureau writing to her soon-to-be husband, William, whom she met at one of this 
season's balls. Lydia made her way across the room and placed herself on the windowsill, 
looking out over the gardens and fountains, and to her luck, the gardener. Her face appeared 
sorrowful as she was in thought. “Whatever is the matter, Lydia?” Elizabeth's concern was 
only a misreading of Lydia's face. Lydia immediately perked up. “Oh... Nothing is the matter, 
Lizzy, I am simply just admiring the outdoors.” Lydia's response was rather sarcastic and 
intrigued Elizabeth, and she rose from her seat and walked over to Lydia, joining her in 
looking out the window. “Oh, you aren't looking at the garden…” Elizabeth had seen the 
gardener and knew he was who Lydia was looking at. “One's self is not to fall for those of a 
lesser rank, Lydia,” Elizabeth's words, although true, hurt Lydia, for she could not help but 
admire the gardener's handsomeness.  

 

Senior Writing – Grace Jackson 

Welcome to the World, George 

4th June 2081 

Dear Mama, 

I am so sorry for not writing to you for a while. I've just been quite busy with school 
and with all of my study, I have found it difficult to find some spare time to write you a 
letter. Anyway, I'm here now. 

I'm sure you're eager to know about how well school's going for me here in the city, and 
if I'm being honest, I have mixed feelings about it., It is great because I am able to 
learn things that I wouldn't be able to learn anywhere else, however I have discovered 
that nearly everyone else here is incredibly smart, almost as if the entire internet was 
embedded into their brains. 

That reminds me. I am supposed to do a school project on something from the past, and 
I was considering doing mine on artificial intelligence. I know I was only young when the 
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government made the decision to get rid of it—of course I think the world is better off 
for it—I just thought it would be an interesting topic to research. I was wondering 
whether it was possible for you to write back to me with your memory of it because it 
would be cool to have a viewpoint from someone who was old enough to use it before it 
was destroyed. 

I think that's all I have to tell you now, but I promise to keep in contact with you 
when I can. 

Love you heaps mum, and I can't wait to see you again. 

Your favourite son, 

George XXX 

 

Here is an example of a letter in the writing style of subject 7841 as you requested. Is there 
anything else I can help you with? 

 

No, that's perfect. It clearly demonstrates that your programming is now fit for the real world. 
You have proved that you are the better version of subject 7841, and because of this, we no 
longer have the need for your organic counterpart on our Earth. So, when the boy returns 
home from school, you are to terminate and replace him...Welcome to the world, George. 

 

Year 7&8 Writing – Jademaree Bambery-South 

A scream echoed throughout the distance, the eerie cold feeling swallowing her up like a 
stray dog feasting on people's leftovers.  

It was a dark, foggy night when she had decided to adventure and investigate out into the 
forest. After about what felt like four hours, she found herself at the heart of the deep brown 
woods. Throughout her whole journey she had felt that she wasn't alone; was it another 
person, an animal, or maybe she was just overthinking...?  

She had been investigating a case that had died down years ago on the random disappearance 
of a child. She knew she could find something, well at least she hoped. Every step she took, 
each foot trailing behind the other, she couldn't help but still sense the presence of another 
being. That's when she heard it. CRACK! The sound of a stick breaking beneath someone, or 
something!  

Her heart stopped. Silence had fallen across the woods. As she stood there in shock, frozen, 
unable to move she noticed a pair of eyes staring back into her eyes. She felt the cold, hard 
stare piercing into her own as it slowly creeped forward. Now she understood why they had 
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given up on this case. Adrenalin bursting through her body she sprinted as fast as she could, 
finally gaining control of her body. But she wasn't the only one who was running now. The 
unknown beast of a creature followed behind her, gaining pace when suddenly she tripped on 
a piece of overgrown root. The monster mercilessly picked her up, staring into her poor 
mortal soul, when all at once she sensed a child's eyes shifting from the monsters.  

The monster, deep down, seemed to be the lost child. She had finally solved the lost child's 
mystery, however there would now be no-one left to tell the others as she was squashed by 
the child's lost soul.  

 

Year 7&8  Writing – Izzy Jackson 

The Ocean 

The crashing waves caused sparkling mist to spray against the ragged rocks. 

The wind howled like a hungry wolf as the water churned in the moonlight.  

Seabirds perched on the cliff waiting for the ocean's angry outburst to stop, so they could feed 
again. 
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Year 10 Speech Competition Winner – Abigail Foote 

 

     Gum 

All of you have probably had gum at least once in your life, well you should have. Gum is 
good for a lot of things, like for your breath to not stink. Also gum comes in all different 
flavours. You know how you hear people say “don’t swallow your gum or it will stay in your 
stomach for seven years”, well don’t worry that's not even close, gum will usually safely pass 
through your stomach in a few days or less. But I’m not here to talk about how long gum 
stays in your stomach, I’m here to talk about those cruel teachers banning gum.  

       

I will start off by saying why. Why did teachers ban having gum in class? I have no idea, but 
I do know why they should be allowed. Gum has been proven to reduce stress and anxiety, 
and teachers banning this makes us hate school even more. Do they want us to have stress, do 
they want us to be scared all the time. Another reason is gum can also help stop smoking and 
vaping. Taking this away from us is like saying, go smoke, we don’t care. Also, do you know 
someone with really bad breath? Gum can fix that. Did you forget to brush your teeth? Gum 
can fix that. Are you hungry in class but it's not quite lunch? Gum can fix that.  

 

Now let's go back to that question, why? Why did teachers ban gum? Us innocent children 
being punished by having anxiety and stress, because the teachers banned gum. What, is it 
that it's distracting? It's not loud and it's not noticeable. So how is it distracting? Teachers are 
just trying to find a way to punish us students. Do you know what's distracting, people 
clicking pens, but of course they ban gum just because we enjoy it.  

 

I have a solution, allowing gum would mean teachers can focus on more worse stuff like 
bullying, instead of worrying about harmless gum. But if we want gum to be allowed we need 
to do one thing. We need to put gum in the bin. You heard me. Not on the carpet, not under 
the table, not on a chair. In the bin. Otherwise I get why teachers banned it. Have you ever 
tried picking gum off the carpet? It is gross. It's sticky. And it's like glue. So put it in the bin.  

 

Now I’ll finish off by saying one last thing. Do you want us to focus better at school, the 
room not smelling like coffee breath, not as much stress and anxiety? Then I say bring back 
gum. Thank you for your time. 
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Year 7&8 

There’s been a lot happening for our Year 7 & 8 learners 
this year.  

A number of our students were involved in sporting 
activities, kapa haka, and our musical ‘High School 
Musical’ - one of the many advantages of being part of 
East Otago High School is the number of opportunities our 
students have outside the classroom and it’s great to see so 
many of our younger students getting involved. The more 
they put into the opportunities offered at school the more 
they get out of it.  

Staff in the Year 7 & 8 team are all heavily engaged in 
specific professional development for both maths and 
literacy as we work with the revised curriculum mandates 
coming out. It is exciting for us and our learners 

Maths at Year 7 & 8  

We have taken on a new approach to building fact fluency 
for multiplication and division this year. As far as I know 
we are the first school in Aotearoa/New Zealand to be 
using Tackling Tables, which is an app used in classrooms 
and at home as homework.  

We have also had opportunities for maths extension and support outside of the classroom 
programme. One is with our local Kāhui Ako leading a problem solving initiative online with 
students from several schools participating with a lead teacher from Waitaki Girls. Another is 
called The Problem Challenge which is facilitated in our school by Beth Clark. We also have 
Lennox Sharp, our specialist maths support teacher, working with target students as part of a 
national trial for building confidence and capability in maths for students who need support.  

Literacy and Social Science   

This year, we were reading the novel, 1914 Riding Into War which was set in WW1 focusing 
on two young farmers who ended fighting at Gallipoli. It was an engaging story and gave 
more meaning to ANZAC Day for our students. This led beautifully into our learning about 
celebrations in communities. Our learners then wrote and delivered speeches about people 
they admire.   

We encourage every student to read at home daily for 20 minutes. This can be listening to 
audio books, reading cartoons or books, magazines or newspapers, reading online or paper 
based materials, and being read to by someone else. If students keep a record of what they 
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have read they can put it in their reading log for the school Reading Challenge where they 
can earn recognition for their reading!  

 

Literacy Support 

In Year 7/8 Literacy Support, we've 
been keeping it relevant and fun! The 
students have been showcasing their 
competitive sides whilst learning their 
key vocabulary for their new unit, 'He 
Hononga: Celebrating What and Who 
Connects Us'. 

The value in pre-teaching key 
vocabulary is that it provides 
scaffolding for understanding and 
comprehension. This preparation helps 
students build familiarity with words 

they'll encounter, it reduces potential overwhelm and improves their ability to access the text. 
Best of all, it increases students' confidence and independence. 

Art 

This past term in Art we have looked at using a variety of materials including soft pastels, 
indian ink and crayon and dye as well as acrylic and air dried clay. The students have shown 
aptitude across a range of media and have even been able to sell their work through a local 
exhibition at the Community Hub. They have also had the opportunity to enter designs for a 
colouring in competition. Wonderful work.  

 Isabel William 
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Tokomairiro Sports Exchange 

On Friday, 16th of May, 66 students from East Otago High 
School travelled to the Edgar Centre in Dunedin to compete 
for the 'Sporting Eggscellence' trophy in the annual sports 
exchange with Tokomairiro High School. 

Teams competed in basketball, touch, futsal, and netball, 
displaying excellent sportsmanship and pride throughout 
the day. The event had a fantastic atmosphere, with all 
games hotly contested. In the end, EOHS came home with 
the trophy. 

A big thank you to all the staff, parents, and senior students 
who helped ensure the day ran smoothly. 
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Music is Alive at East Otago High School! 

 

There’s something truly 
special happening in the 
Music Department at East 
Otago High School — and 
it’s more than just what you 
hear during class! 

Whether it’s the rich 
harmonies coming from our 
classrooms, the rhythmic 
beats of drum kits and 
keyboards during itinerant 
lessons, or the spontaneous 
jam sessions at lunchtime, 

our music spaces are buzzing with creativity and passion every day. 

What makes our department stand out? It’s the enthusiasm and energy of our students who 
choose to spend their break times immersed in music — playing guitar, singing with friends, 
writing songs, or just exploring new instruments. It’s a welcoming, exciting, and positive 
environment where everyone is encouraged to express themselves and be part of something 
vibrant. 
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Open the Gateway… 

Exciting things are 
happening in our 
Gateway programme 
with an array of 
students doing a 
range of work 
placements and 
finding out about 
their potential career 
paths and what it can 

encompass.  Gateway allows students to go out and experience the day to day activities of 
particular fields of work in a safe and supportive environment and helps them to build on the 
skills and knowledge of each field they are keen to follow.  Currently we have a student 
experiencing the range of services provided by a veterinarian clinic where a day can include 
inoculations, operations and dealing with frightened animals and their worried 
owners.  Another student is busy learning the skills of great hairdressing and what it takes to 
get the perfect outcome for each client including the variety of styles, textures and colours 
that people require to get a perfect outcome for each.  

Other students are learning about roaring engines, fixing tyres and making sure the oil change 
doesn’t include frying chips in any way shape or form and that a squeak can hide a simple 
problem or a major job.   

At East Otago High School we are very grateful in our Gateway programme to have local and 
regional businesses who take on our students and share their passion for their chosen field 
with them.  It is a valuable opportunity for students and results in lots of wonderful accounts 
when they come back from their work placement day. 

Hopefully all find that their career dream can be a reality if you are dedicated and willing to 
work for it.   
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EOHS Senior B Netball - Back Row: Linda Burns (Coach), Kelsea Steel, Abigail Foote Front Row: Addison 
Miller, Chloe Flavell, Kacey Clark, Ciara Clark, Sienna Hewitt Absent: Tayla Campbell, Charlee Campbell 

 

Otago Secondary Schools Netball Tournament - EOHS B - Back Row: Abigail Foote, Kelsea Steel, Yvanah 

Lawrence Front Row: Addison Miller, Chloe Flavell, Kacey Clark, Sienna Hewitt Absent: Charlee Campbell, 
Tayla Campbell 

 



 
 
 
 

81 
 

South Island Secondary Schools Netball - Back Row: Jada Hewitt, Lakaia Harris, Addisyn Lawrence, Abigail 
Foote, Sophie Hutcheson, Paige Walker, Joss Curtis (Coach)Front Row: Sienna Hewitt, Ella McGregor, 
Arabella Hagan, Kacey Clark, Addison Miller Absent: Kaylen van Rooyen 
  

 

EOHS Senior A Netball - Back Row: Lakaia Harris, Livana Skevington, Lilly Kemp, Addisyn Lawrence, Joss 
Curtis (Coach) Front Row: Ella McGregor, Jada Hewitt, Paige Walker, Sophie Hutcheson, Arabella Hagan 
Absent: Kaylen van Rooyen 
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EOHS Junior Boys Basketball & Co-Ed Tournament - Back Row: Chris Hepburn (Coach), Riley Watson, 
Trevor Copland - Front Row: Sonny Browne, Dattkumar Patel, Taumuri Whatuira-Wereta, Shayden Brown, 
Chanza Mpande 

 
EOHS Senior Boys Basketball - Back Row: Rufus Gifford, Liam Thom, Tyler Eder, Mr G Johnston (Coach) 
Front Row: Kayden Miller, Ethan Te Raki, Ashley Te Huia, Falco Hurrell, Ryan Howard 
Absent: Andreis Fuatavai, Changala Mpande 
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Co-Ed Tournament - EOHS Senior Boys - Back Row: Tyler Eder, Mr G Johnston (Coach) 
Front Row: Liam Thom, Ethan Te Raki, Ashley Te Huia, Falco Hurrell, Rufus Gifford Absent: Andreis 
Fuatavai, Changala Mpande 

 

EOHS Wildcats Netball - Back Row: Emily Scott, Robert Ahlbrandt, Jademaree Bambery-South, Aria Church, 
Sophie Hutcheson (Student Coach) Front Row: Frankie Fitzgerald, Jasmine Ahlbrandt, Sophie McWilliam, Indi 
Ollerenshaw, Liv Lee Absent: Sara McWilliam (Coach) 
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Dunedin Netball Year 7/8 Festival - EOHS Wildcats - Back Row: Robert Ahlbrandt, Arabella Hagan 
(Referee) Front Row: Emily Scott, Jasmine Ahlbrandt, Sophie McWilliam, Indi Ollerenshaw, Jademaree 
Bambery-South Absent: Sara McWilliam (Coach) 

EOHS Tigers Netball - Back Row: Jada Hewitt (Student Coach), Annie Browne, Indy Kelly, Ella Johnson, 
Autumn Walker, Stephanie Maindonald (Coach) Front Row: Kaydence Steel-Bruce, Ruby O’Connell, Paige 
Kearney, Carley Porter, Lucy Hutcheson Absent: Izzy Connell, Ella Dippie 
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Dunedin Netball Year 7/8 Festival - EOHS Tigers - Back Row: Jada Hewitt (Referee), Annie Browne, Indy 
Kelly, Ella Johnson, Autumn Walker, Stephanie Maindonald (Coach) Front Row: Kaydence Steel-Bruce, Ruby 
O’Connell, Liv Lee, Carley Porter, Lucy Hutcheson Absent: Izzy Connell, Ella Dippie 

 
EOHS 1st XI Hockey - Back Row: Max Kemp, Brody Cooper, Trevor Copland, Conrad McGhie, William 
Newton Middle Row: Will Clare (Coach), Dattkumar Patel, Micheal Gardyne, Ryan Howard, Kayden Miller, 
Jolene Johnstone, Brooke Gardyne (Coach) Front Row: Imogen Knox, Ciara Clark, Lilly Kemp, Livana 
Skevington, Kylie Gardyne Absent: Lilly Kitto, Lillian Ottley 
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South Island Secondary Schools Hockey - Back Row: Max Kemp, Brody Cooper, Conrad McGhie, William 
Newton Middle Row: Will Clare (Coach), Micheal Gardyne, Ryan Howard, Kayden Miller, Jolene Johnstone, 
Brooke Gardyne (Coach) Front Row: Imogen Knox, Ciara Clark, Lilly Kemp, Livana Skevington, Kylie 
Gardyne Absent: Lilly Kitto, Lillian Ottley, Ashley Howard, Trevor Copland 

 
EOHS Senior Handball - Back Row: Ryan Howard, Lilly Kemp, Max Kemp, Mr B Smith (Coach) 
Front Row: Imogen Knox, Ciara Clark, Addisyn Lawrence, Kacey Clark, Yvanay Lawrence, Dattkumar Patel 
Absent: Andreis Fuatavai, Ashley Howard 
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Challenge Wanaka - Back Row: Sophie Hutcheson, Sophie McWilliam 
Front Row: Kaydence Steel-Bruce, Larissa Maw, Frankie Fitzgerald, Paige Kearney, Lucy Hutcheson 

 
EOHS Year 9-13 Futsal Term 1 2025 - Back Row: Taumuri Whatuira-Wereta, Conrad McGhie, Oliver 
Colhoun, Falco Hurrell, Brody Cooper, Mr B Strang (Coach) Front Row: Jackson Mitchell, Jolene Johnstone, 
Kody Lozell, Chikusela Mpande, Changala Mpande, Chanza Mpande Absent: Ariki Cook, Caleb Ferguson 
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South Island Secondary Schools Moto Cross 
Tyler Vickers 

 

 
Otago Secondary Schools Cross Country 
Sophie Hutcheson 
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3 Peaks Cross Country - Back Row: Sophie McWilliam, Evie Peddie, Kane Kelly, Forbes Mackenzie, Aria 
Church, Spencer Smith Middle Row: Luke Heckler, Tane Te Huia, Josh Prebble, Hope Helm, Frankie 
Fitzgerald, Paige Kearney, Larissa Maw, Kaiden Lott Front Row: Lucy Hutcheson, Axel McLeod, Mateus 
Parker, Isabel Jackson, Madeline Quaid, Oliver Larking, Kaydence Steel-Bruce 

 
Otago Primary Schools Cross Country - Back Row:Luke Heckler, Sophie McWilliam, Kane Kelly, Aria 
Church, Paige Kearney Front Row: Lucy Hutcheson, Axel McLeod, Mateus Parker, Isabel Jackson, Madeline 
Quaid, Kaydence Steel-Bruce 
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3 Peaks Swimming - Back Row: Emily Howard, Evie Peddie, Kane Kelly, Sophie McWilliam, Hope Helm 
Middle Row: Josh Prebble, Paige Kearney, Frankie Fitzgerald, Spencer Smith, Larissa Maw, Isabel Jackson, Mr 
R Cruice (Coach) Front Row: Kaydence Steel-Bruce, Jackson Foote, Mateus Parker, Darcy Johnston, Lucy 
Hutcheson 

 
North Otago Primary Schools Swimming Championships - Back Row: Mr R Cruice (Coach), Kane Kelly, 
Sophie McWilliam Front Row: Mateus Parker, Lucy Hutcheson, Hope Helm, Evie Peddie, Isabel Jackson 
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Otago Primary Schools Swimming Championships 
Mateus Parker, Kane Kelly, Evie Peddie, Hope Helm, Frankie Fitzgerald, Mr R Cruice (Coach) 

 
EOHS Year 7/8 Gold Hockey - Back Row: Mrs K O’Connell (Coach), Aakasha Pope, Oliver Colhoun, Forbes 
Mackenzie, Isla Wardle, Lilly Kitto (Student Coach) Front Row: Jackson Foote, Axel McLeod, Sapphire 
Ollerenshaw, Luke Heckler, Lucy Hutcheson Absent: Kaea Grant, Wallace Wereta 
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EOHS Year 7/8 Green Hockey - Back Row: Mrs K O’Connell (Coach), Oliver Colhoun, Lilly Kitto (Student 
Coach) Front Row: Mateus Parker, Kaiden Lott, Evie Peddie, Sophie McWilliam, Frankie Fitzgerald, Paige 
Kearney Absent: Jack Smith 

EOHS 11 Aside Hockey - Back Row: Mrs K O’Connell (Coach), Lilly Kitto (Student Coach) Middle Row: 
Luke Heckler, Frankie Fitzgerald, Forbes Mackenzie, Oliver Colhoun, Paige Kearney, Sapphire Ollerenshaw, 
Axel McLeod Front Row: Mateus Parker, Kaiden Lott, Evie Peddie, Sophie McWilliam, Lucy Hutcheson, 
Jackson Foote Absent: Jack Smith, Kaea Grant, Aakasha Pope, Isla Wardle, Wallace Wereta 
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Koru Games 2025 - Back Row: Emily Scott, Forbes Mackenzie, Joshua Bani, Kane Kelly, Evie Peddie ,Sophie 
McWilliam, Spencer Smith Middle Row: Mrs K O’Connell (Coach), Kaiden Lott, Frankie Fitzgerald, Aria 
Church, Hope Helm, Autumn Walker, Ella McGregor (Student Coach) Front Row: Kaydence Steel-Bruce, 
Mateus Parker, Tane Te Huia, Paige Kearney, Josh Prebble, Luke Heckler, Lucy Hutcheson Absent: Madeline 
Quaid, Jack Smith 

 
EOHS Senior Girls Basketball - Back Row: Lily Newcombe, Chloe Flavell, Rhema Bani, Lilly Kemp, Kelsea 
Steel, Livana Skevington, Ciara Clark Front Row: Addison Miller, Arabella Hagan, Paige Walker, Kacey Clark, 
Billie Schultz, Ella McGregor Absent: Mr J Herewini (Coach) 
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EOHS Year 7/8 Basketball - Back Row: Spencer Smith, Hugh Cooper, Forbes Mackenzie, Kaiden Lott, 
Ashley Te Huia (Student Coach) Front Row: Mateus Parker, James McAra, Kane Kelly, Tony Sakagami-
Murdoch, Tane Te Huia Absent: Kaea Grant, Jack Smith 

 
EOHS Year 7/8 Green Touch - Back Row: Ashley Te Huia (Student Coach), Hugh Cooper, Joshua Bani 
Front Row: Mateus Parker, James McAra, Kane Kelly, Raff Gowing, Tane Te Huia Absent: Jack Smith, Mr J 
Herewini (Coach) 
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EOHS Year 7 Mixed Touch - Back Row: Kaiden Lott, Forbes Mackenzie, Spencer Smith, Josh Prebble, Ella 
McGregor (Student Coach) Front Row: Kaydence Steel-Bruce, Bella O’Brien, Lucy Hutcheson, Luke Heckler, 
Dallas Jackson Absent: Kaea Grant, Mr J Herewini (Coach) 

 
EOHS Year 8 Girls Touch - Back Row: Paige Walker (Student Coach), Evie Peddie, Sophie McWilliam 
Front Row: Autumn Walker, Frankie Fitzgerald, Aria Church, Hope Helm, Paige Kearney Absent: Mr J 
Herewini (Coach) 
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EOHS Senior Mixed Touch - Back Row: Ashley Te Huia, Liam Thom, Kayden Miller Middle Row: Livana 
Skevington, Lakaia Harris, Ethan Te Raki, Sophie Hutcheson, Molly Scott Front Row: Addison Miller, Jada 
Hewitt, Paige Walker, Ella McGregor, Dattkumar Patel, Sonny Browne Absent: Mr J Herewini (Coach) 

 
Otago Secondary Schools Athletics - Back Row: Jim Blair (Coach), Kayden Miller, Caleb Todd, Kody Lozell, 
Kelsea Steel, Noni Callander (Coach) Front Row: Ava Todd, Abigail Foote, Rhema Bani, Marareira Carroll, 
Emma Powe, Addison Miller Absent: Juliet Clare, Kaylen van Rooyen 
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Year 7/8 Volleyball - Back Row: Addisyn Lawrence (Student Coach), Jademaree Bambery-South, Forbes 
Mackenzie Front Row: Jackson Foote, Annie Browne, Spencer Smith, Tony Sakagami-Murdoch, Luke Heckler 
 

  

EOHS Year 11 Volleyball  
Layla O’Connell, Chloe Flavell, Kelsea Steel, Livana Skevington, Ciara Clark, Arabella Hagan 
Absent: Salote Papau, Kaylen van Rooyen 
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EOHS Senior Mixed Volleyball - Back Row: Ethan Te Raki, Jolene Johnstone Front Row: Addison Miller, 
Dattkumar Patel, Addisyn Lawrence, Abigail Foote, Sonny Browne Absent: Rufus Gifford, Mariah Goldsmith 

 
EOHS Kapa Haka - Back Row: Chloe Flavell, Jademaree Bambery-South, Kane Kelly, Ashley Te Huia, Liam 
Thom, Taumuri Whatuira-Wereta, Jolene johnstone, Livana Skevington Middle Row: Addison Miller, Paige 
Kearney, Ella McGregor, Paige Walker, Indy Kelly, Ciara Clark, Kacey Clark, Sonny Browne, Aria Church, 
Annie Browne, Miss S Downes Front Row: Oliver Larking, Isabel Jackson, Lakaia Harris, Jada Hewitt, Ethan 
Te Raki, Greta McCaw, Autumn Walker, Tane Te Huia 
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EOHS Rivers of Reading Group - Back Row: Kody Lozell, William Newton, Caelyn Cadogen-Reid, Rhema 
Bani, Ms R Howland Front Row: Grace Jackson, Molly Scott, Ciara Clark, Lily Newcombe, Juliet Clare 

 

 
EOHS Student Librarians - Back Row: Mr B Strang, Rhema Bani, Kody Lozell, William Newton, Natalia 
Chikwenhere, Indi Ollerenshaw, Emily Howard, Ms R Howland Front Row: Isla Wardle, Mason Vince, 
Sapphire Ollerenshaw, Holly Bourne, Olivia Ferguson, Bella O’Brien, Aakasha Pope Absent: Autumn-Rose 
Fazakerley, Jennifer Fiala, Nicole Fiala, Mariah Goldsmith, Tremorgan Ottley, Ruby Pullyn 
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EOHS PB4L - Back Row: Emily Scott, Sophie Hutcheson, Kelsea Steel, Ethan Te Raki, Jolene Johnstone, Jada 
Hewitt Front Row: Oliver Larking, Mateus Parker, Aakasha Pope, Grace Jackson, Aria Church, Tane Te Huia 

 

 
 
EOHS Student Council - Back Row: Paige Walker, Greta McCaw, Sameul Paton, Ashley Te Huia, Jademaree 
Bambery-South, Addisyn Lawrence, Kane Kelly, Mrs M Gallagher Front Row: Hope Helm, Juliet Clare, Jada 
Hewitt, Kacey Clark, Evie Peddie, Dallas Jackson 
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High School Musical - Back Row: Changala Mpande, Lauchy Staley, William Newton, Oliver Colhoun, Riley 
Watson, Taumuri Whatuira-Whereta, Dwayne Bagla, Kody Lozell, Kelsea Steel 4th Row: Dattkumar Patel, Lily 
Newcombe, Sophie McWilliam, Indy Kelly, Lakaia Harris, Evie Peddie, Ciara Clark, Jada Hewitt, Juliet Clare 
3rd Row: Paige Kearney, Frankie Fitzgerald, Sonny Browne, Imogen Knox, Arabella Hagan, Indi Ollerenshaw, 
Ella McGregor, Aria Church, Hope Helm 2nd Row: Miss S Downes, Kaydence Steel-Bruce, Jackson Foote, 
Sapphire Ollerenshaw, Isabel Jackson, Addison Miller, Autumn Walker, Liv Lee, Oliver Larking, Lucy 
Hutcheson, Mr C Cummings Front Row: Abigail Foote, Kacey Clark, Samuel Paton, Ashley Te Huia, Greta 
McCaw, Paige Walker, Ethan Te Raki, Tyler Eder, Caelyn Cadogan-Reid, Mrs M Gallagher 
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Prize-Giving 2024 

(The 2025 prize-giving list will not be released until our prize-giving ceremony and will be 
published in the 2026 magazine.) 

Year 7CW  

Izzy Connell (Citizenship Award), Mateus Parker (Diligence Mathematics Ms McLachlan's class), 
Hugh Cooper (Merit Materials Technology), Robert Ahlbrandt (First Mathematics Mr Walker's class), 
Emily Scott (Merit Music, First Equal Art), Holly Bourne (First Materials Technology, First 
Mathematics Ms McLachlan's class), Ruby O'Connell (Merit Information Technology, Merit Social 
Studies), Kane Kelly (Merit Home Economics, First Māori, First Physical Education & Health), 
Indigo Ollerenshaw Merit Home Economics, Merit Māori, First Equal English, First Music, First 
Science, Overall Merit), Carley Porter  (Merit Māori, Merit Physical Education & Health, First Equal 
Art, First Equal English, First Information Technology, First Social Studies, Overall Excellence ) 

Year 8CW   

Aleczander Saunderson (Diligence Social Studies), Sienna Hewitt (Diligence Science), Mariah 
Goldsmith (Diligence Home Economics, Diligence Māori), Micheal Gardyne (Diligence Music), 
Jayda Craig-Skevington (Merit Science, First Materials Technology), Harmony Cook (Merit Art, First 
Music), Shayden Brown (Merit Materials Technology, Merit Physical Education & Health, First 
Science), Sonny Browne (First English, First Māori, First Social Studies, Citizenship Award, Overall 
Merit ) 

Year 7SD  

Autumn Walker  (Merit Music), Tane Te Huia (Merit Home Economics, Merit Physical Education & 
Health), Emily Howard (Diligence Science, Merit Art, Merit English), Paige Kearney (Diligence 
Social Studies, First Music), Jademaree Bambery-South (Diligence Home Economics, Merit Māori, 
First Social Studies, Citizenship Award), Ruby Pullyn (Merit Art, Merit Information Technology, First 
Materials Technology),  Aria Church (Merit Science, First English, First Information Technology, 
First Māori, First Physical Education & Health, Overall Excellence) 

Year 8SD    

Tyler Vickers (Diligence Information Technology), Ameliyah Brockie (Diligence Art, First Māori), 
Addison Miller (Diligence Māori, Diligence Mathematics Mr Walkers' class), Merit Physical, 
Education & Health, Merit Social Studies) Alex McAra (Merit English, Merit Music, First 
Information Technology) Olivia Allsop (Diligence Home Economics, Diligence Science, Merit 
English, Merit Information Technology, First Art, First Materials Technology, First Music, Citizenship 
Award, Overall Excellence) 

Year 7MK Jasmine Ahlbrandt (Diligence Mathematics Mr Walker's class), Joshua Bani 
(Diligence Home Economics), Oliver Colhoun (Diligence Physical Education & Health, First 
Materials Technology), Sophie McWilliam (Merit Home Economics, Merit Physical Education & 
Health), Ella Johnson (First Art), Isabel Jackson (Diligence Science, Merit Mathematics Miss 
Downe's class, First Māori), Ella Dippie  (Merit Art, Merit Information Technology, Merit Māori,First 
Social Studies), Nathan Du Preez (Diligence Music, Merit English, First Information Technology, 
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First Mathematics Miss Downe's class, Citizenship Award), Liv Lee (Merit Māori, Merit Science, 
Merit Social Studies, First English, First Music, Overall Merit) 

Year 8MK Ava Todd (Diligence Mathematics Miss Downe’s class, Merit Māori), Sam Kearney 
(Merit Physical Education & Health) Ryan Fallow (Merit Information Technology, Merit Mathematics 
Mr Walker's class), Neave O'Connell (Merit Physical Education & Health, Merit Social Studies), 
Orepa Wells (Diligence Science, Merit Music, First Equal Art, Citizenship Award), Rowan Wornall 
(Merit English, Merit Materials Technology, Merit Mathematics Miss Downe's class), Abigail Foote 
(Merit Science, First English, First Equal Art, First Information Technology, First Māori, First 
Materials Technology, First Mathematics Mr Walker's class, First Music, First Social Studies, Overall 
Excellence) 

Year 9    

Jackson Mitchell (Diligence Flatastic, Diligence Maths to the Future), Declan Burns (Merit Who am 
I?), Kerehama Stewart (Merit Bone Jewellery and Display), Casey Bussell (First Equal Mural 
Project), Maiya Green (First Bone Jewellery and Display), Ray Ottley (First Mixed Media), Rhema 
Bani (First Mixed Media), Kylie Gardyne (First Product), Dattkumar Patel (Diligence Maths, 
Computers and Logic, Merit Digital Movement), Isabelle Snow (Diligence Our World, Merit Hazards 
and Population, Merit Who am I?), Kane Crowther (Merit Product, Merit Te Reo Māori – 
Communication, First Hazards and Population), William Newton (Diligence Who am I?, Diligence 
Whodunnit, Murders, Mysteries and Thrillers, Merit Without a Place, First Equal Maths in Action, 
Citizenship Award), Jasper Buck (Merit Meet the Elements, Merit We Are, Merit Whodunnit, 
Murders, Mysteries and Thrillers, First Without a Place), Chloe Flavell (Diligence FUNdamentals in 
Sports, Diligence Te Reo Māori – Communication, Merit Māori Performing Arts, First Lay Down 
Your Arms), Livana Skevington (Diligence How Did we Get Here, Merit FUNdamentals in Sports, 
Merit Me Versus the Wild, Merit Smash and Bash, First Just Do It, First Māori Performing Arts), 
Caleb Ferguson (Diligence Bone Jewellery and Display, Merit Car Science, Merit Dining to know 
you, Merit Flatastic, Merit Kitchen Science, Merit Lock Them Up - Crime and Punishment, First 
Digital Movement, Overall Merit.), Kody Lozell (Diligence Lock Them Up - Crime and Punishment, 
Diligence Me Versus the Wild, Merit Dining to know you, First Equal Maths in Action, First Equal 
Maths in Engineering and Technology, First How Did we Get Here, First We Are, Overall Merit) 
Jennifer Fiala  (Merit Just Do It, Merit Lay Down Your Arms, Merit Light and Bright, First Equal 
Maths in Engineering and Technology, First Equal Mural Project, First Maths to the Future, First 
Maths, Computers and Logic, First Who am I?, Overall Excellence). 

Year 10 

Brody Cooper (Diligence Maths, Computers and Logic), Kelsea Steel (Diligence Lock Them Up - 
Crime and Punishment), Billie Schultz (Diligence Māori Performing Arts) Sian Hill (Diligence Maths 
to the Future, Diligence Who am I?) Ran Howard (Merit Smash and Bash), Lillian Ottley  (Merit 
Mixed Media), Kaylen van Rooyen (Merit Flatastic) Blake O'Brien (Merit Digital Movement), 
Kayden Miller (First Digital Movement), Anika Thomson (Diligence Social Studies, First Mixed 
Media), Imogen Knox (Merit Light and Bright, Merit Lock Them Up - Crime and Punishment), 
Arabella Hagan (Merit FUNdamentals in Sports, First Smash and Bash), Ariki Cook (Merit Social 
Studies, First Bone Jewellery and Display), Falco Hurrell (Diligence Lock Them Up - Crime and 
Punishment, Merit Car Science, First Maths to the Future), Liam Thom (Diligence Bone Jewellery 
and Display, Diligence How did we get here?, Merit Māori Performing Arts), Yvanah Lawrence (First 
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Equal Lock Them Up - Crime and Punishment, First Flatastic, First Product), Layla O'Connell 
(Diligence Our World, Merit Lock Them Up - Crime and Punishment, Merit Product, Merit 
Whodunnit. Murders, Mysteries and Thrillers, First Light and Bright), Ciara Clark (Diligence Kitchen 
Science, Diligence Meet the Elements, Merit FUNdamentals in Sports, Merit Lay Down Your Arms, 
Merit Whodunnit. Murders, Mysteries and Thrillers, First Equal Lock Them Up - Crime and 
Punishment, Citizenship Award), Caelyn Cadogan-Reid (Merit Flatastic, Merit Kitchen Science, Merit 
Lay Down Your Arms, Merit Who am I?, First Dining to know you, First Equal Mural Project, First 
Maths, Computers and Logic, Overall Merit) Sophie Hutcheson (Merit Lock Them Up - Crime and 
Punishment, Merit Our World, Merit We Are, First Equal Maths in Action, First Equal Maths in 
Engineering and Technology, First How did we get here?, First Just Do It, First Me Versus the Wild, 
First Without a Place, Overall Excellence), Grace Jackson (Merit Just Do It, Merit Me Versus the 
Wild, Merit Meet the Elements, Merit Without a Place, First Dining to know you, First Equal Maths 
in Action, First Equal Maths in Engineering and Technology, First Equal Mural Project, First Lay 
Down Your Arms, First We Are, First Who am I?, First Whodunnit. Murders, Mysteries and Thrillers, 
Overall Excellence) 

Year 11 

 Kalay Rameka (Diligence Foundation Studies), Lilly Kitto (Diligence Music), Henry Buck (Merit 
Foundation Studies), Tyler Washington (Merit Building, Construction and Allied Trades), Molly Scott 
(Diligence Building, Construction and Allied Trades, Merit Business Studies), Tremorgan Ottley 
(Diligence Humanities, Merit Art), Conrad McGhie (First Agricultural Science), Emily Ferguson 
(Diligence Mathematics, First Music, Citizenship Award), Ethan Te Raki (Merit English, Merit 
Science, First Physical Education), Ella Thom (Merit Agricultural Science, First Building, 
Construction and Allied Trades, First Business Studies), Juliet Clare (Merit Physical Education, First 
Art, First English, First Humanities, First Mathematics, First Science, Overall Excellence) 

Year 12 Class  

Evelyn Ahlbrandt (Diligence Mathematics), Jada Hewitt (Diligence Outdoor Education), Jacob Butt 
(Diligence Music), Kate Howard (Diligence Art, Diligence Foundation Studies), Jayla Strong (Merit 
Agriculture), Samuel Ottley (Merit Building, Construction and Allied Trades), Max Nimmo (First 
Building, Construction and Allied Trades), Ava Eddy (First Art), Greta McCaw (First Music), Lilly 
Kemp (First Agriculture), Paige Walker (First Physical Education) Kacey Clark (Merit Physical 
Education, First Outdoor Education), Ashley Howard (Merit Chemistry, First Agriculture (via VC)), 
Samuel Paton (Merit Biology, Merit Humanities, Merit Physics, First Business Studies, First English, 
Citizenship Award, Overall Merit), Addisyn Lawrence (Merit English, First Biology, First Chemistry, 
First Humanities, First Mathematics, First Physics, Overall Excellence) 

 

Year 13 William Clare (Merit Building, Construction and Allied Trades, Merit Outdoor Education, 
First Physical Education), Deegan Croucher (First Building, Construction and Allied Trades, First 
Outdoor Education), Ella Farrant (First English, First Humanities). Renee McKenzie (Diligence 
Humanities, Merit Foundation Studies, Citizenship Award), Laeme van Rooyen (Merit Biology), 
Cassidy Bridger (Diligence English), Piper McCaw (Diligence English, Merit Art, First Biology, First 
Chemistry, First Mathematics with Calculus and Statistics) 

Sports Awards  
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Kane Kelly, Neave O’Connell, Kayden Miller, Livana Skevington, Ashley Te Huia, Juliet Clare 
(Cross Country), Mateus Parker, Lucy Rowland, Ryan Howard, Sophie Hutcheson, Wiilliam Clare, 
Deegan Croucher (Swimming), Kane Kelly, Neave O'Connell, Ryan Howard, Kelsea Steel, Ashley Te 
Huia, Paige Walker (Athletics). Arabella Hagan, Sophie Hutcheson (Netball - Hagan Family Trophy), 
Livana Skevington (Basketball Tracey Burgess Memorial Trophy best female junior basketball), 
Addisyn Lawrence (Spirit Award), Paige Walker (Contribution to Sport), Ryan Howard (Courtney 
Duncan Cup), Sophie Hutcheson (Sportsperson of the Year: Māori), Neave O'Connell (All Round 
Sportsperson of the Year), Koru Games Year 7/8 Mixed Touch Team, Kane Kelly, Jack Smith, Frankie 
Fitzgerald, Sophie McWilliam, Aria Church, Evie Peddie, Lucy Rowland, Tane Te Huia, Sam 
Kearney, Neave O'Connell, Alex McAra, Addison Miller, Paige Walker (Sports’ Team of the Year), 
Ryan Howard,(Sportsperson of the Year -Male), Neave O'Connell (Sportsperson of the Year - 
Female), Ryan Howard (Overall Sportsperson of the Year) Ashley Howard (Sports Blues – Ice 
Hockey). 

Music and Arts Awards 

Kane Crowther (Effort in Guitar), Jayden Ollerenshaw (Effort in Drums), Jacob Butt (Effort in Bass 
Guitar), Emily Ferguson (Effort in Piano), Jolene Johnstone (Cup for most improved string player), 
Greta McCaw (Galloway Cup for Best Vocal Performance), Greta McCaw (Contribution to School 
Music), Greta McCaw (The Melanie Sloan Cup for performance in the Arts) 

Special Subject Awards 

Speech: Caelyn Cadogan-Reid (Waihemo Council Junior Speech Trophy), Samuel Paton (Waihemo 
Council Senior Speech Trophy), Abigail Foote (The Joyce Whyman Intermediate Speech Trophy), 
Samuel Paton (Public Speaking Shield), Grace Jackson (Promising Writers Award), Julie Clare (Jan 
Malloch Cup Senior English), Addisyn Lawrence (J.Tansey Memorial Trophy for Special effort in 
Year 11/12 Geography), Jayla Strong (Gateway Trophy for Diligence), Jacob Butt (Gateway Trophy 
for Outstanding Effort), Ariki Cook (Askin Trophy for Excellence Materials Technology BCATS: 
Year 10), Ella Thom (Askin Trophy for Excellence Materials Technology BCATS: Year 11), Deegan 
Croucher (Askin Trophy for Excellence Materials Technology BCATS: Level Two/Three), Piper 
McCaw (Visual Arts Trophy)                                                   

Special Awards 

Samuel Paton (Initiative in Leadership Trophy), Addisyn Lawrence (David Murray Prize Contribution 
to School and Community), Jack Smith (Eon Middlemass Shield outdoor education junior), Kacey 
Clark (Eon Middlemass Shield Outdoor Education Senior), Paige Walker (Craig Pope Memorial 
Trophy all round effort), Cassidy Bridger (Nicola Black trophy for demonstrating and fostering 
School Spirit), Greta McCaw (Craig Pope Memorial Trophy for excellence academic, sporting or 
music)    

Principal’s Awards for School Leadership 

Ciara Clark (Gwen Hewson Prize  for best all round academic, sporting and cultural achievement by a 
Year 9/10 student), Caelyn Cadogan-Reid (The Remembrance Cup for effort in the Junior School), 
Piper McCaw (The Remembrance Cup for effort in the Senior School), Abigail Foote (The Ann Coe 
Cup for displaying all-round ability in academic studies, sporting and cultural activities), Ethan Te 
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Raki (J  Rangi Ellison Prize for contribution to Māori Culture), Ethan Te Raki (David Tohurangi 
Trophy for academic excellence Māori student). 

Special Trophies 

Cassidy Bridger and Brianne Harris (Joy Aitchison Cup for leadership), Jennifer Fiala (The Jubilee 
Cup for academic achievement Year 9), Grace Jackson (The Jubilee Cup for academic achievement 
Year 10),   Juliet Clare (The Jubilee Cup for academic achievement Year 11),  Addisyn Lawrence (The 
Jubilee Cup for academic achievement Year 12), Muir House (Inter House Shield) 

Scholarships 

Lakaia Harris (Mana Pounamu Teina Award), Maia Perry (Mana Pounamu Tuakana Award), Sonny 
Browne and Abigail Foote (John Macdonald Scholarship), Maia Perry (John Campbell Thomas 
Cultural Scholarship), Ella Farrant (John Campbell Thomas Academic Scholarship), Piper McCaw 
(Otago Polytechnic Principal’s Scholarship), Piper McCaw (PROXIME ACCESSIT), Ella Farrant 
(DUX) 
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From the Staffroom 2025 

Well well well…..time…you have done it again.  Not only have you almost 
completed 2025 in record fashion but somehow you have managed to add 
more wrinkles and grey hair to this face so that in the mirror it looks more 
like a shar pei puppy and less like a teacher hurtling towards retirement 
faster than I can say what month is it….where am I….and what was I doing 
again.   
Well folks once again it is time for the infamous ‘Hatch, Match and 

Dispatch’ saga that causes me to rack my brain to find some semblance of order to what has 
been a year’s worth of a reality tv programme that I can’t turn off because the remote fell 
down the back of the couch or someone took it with them to their classroom like the array of 
coffee cups and thousands of forks and spoons that also disappear from the staffroom. 

So without further ado let us start the hatching. 

 

Our first hatch this year was our newly appointed Principal…but our old Head of 
Mathematics.  Yes folks, Helen Newcombe, who has a Kick Butt routine that some of us still 
remember from 2004, answered the call and was successful in becoming East Otago High 
School’s first female principal. So in ode to this and my favourite Kick Butt routine playlist 
‘Lets get it started Ha’.  Helen arrived early in January from Te Anau where she and her 
family…..welcome back Grant….and welcome in Lily….and good luck in Auckland Alice…. 
moved into their new digs in the metropolis of the Outback called 
Dunback.  Yes with an office to strip and a garden to tame, Helen 
promptly….as only Helen can do….got to work and after a mad ‘Fleury’ 
of reading over every old piece of paper kept in the filing cabinet and 
cupboard since 1967, Helen finally had her office set up and was ready for 
the first official school day of 2025.  Since then Helen has tamed the 
garden…and most of the staff….dealt with challenges arising….and most 
of the staff… and has shown that she is a natural leader who works 
incredibly hard….along with most of the staff….. I am talking about you staff who are still 
doing the homework for the first aid course today starting in one hour as I am writing 
this…grrrr.  Helen is carrying on the hard work of her predecessors to make East Otago High 
School the school of choice where academic, cultural and sporting dreams are made.  Yes 
folks ‘The Venga bus has come back’ and together ‘We just gotta get through this’ because we 
‘just can’t get East Otago out of our heads’.  So welcome back Helen from someone who has 
been waiting patiently for this moment…you go girl. 

 

The beginning of the year also saw Mrs Megan Gallagher cha cha slide her way into A13 to 
take up the position of Head of the Year 7 and 8 department.  Megan then slid her desk to the 
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left and the fish to the right, put her resources to the back y’all, not to mention one hop this 
time to Student Council and two stomps this time go to China, and then clap clap clapped her 
hands at the Great wall… then criss crossed the ocean home and then hopped her way back 
into A13  and cha cha reversed and…..well it’s safe to say that Meg has had a hugely busy 

year taking on all challenges and has danced through them all with grace 
and pace.  With the energy of a hundred cans of ‘V’ and the smile of 
naughty child who may have been involved in hiding the cups and spoons 
from the staffroom, Megan completed a perfect vault consisting of three 
somersault with a half twist in the pike position to land squarely on the mat 
arms up to earn a perfect 10 from staff, whanau and students alike.  Could 
Megan bring it to the top y’all….you bet and Meg will keep cha chaing and 
clap clapping and hop hopping until the V wears off or the holidays arrive 

and then she can reverse reverse and charge up for 2026 to get funky with it. On ya 
Megan.  And might I also add her new TADD, Teacher Assist Duty Dog Meree has been 
another hugely welcomed addition to the teaching staff in A13.  Let’s add a wag to the left 
and wag to the right two paws in the air, wave them like you care.  One bark this time, two 
bark this time and reverse reverse.  Hmmm with fish and now a dog might I suggest a support 
pony…. I have just the candidate.  Rock on.    

 

Hatching around the same time was Mrs Jan Smith who also came to the 
party and joined our amazing teacher aide team. However, Jan’s association 
with East Otago High School began a long time ago when her own three 
children attended our school as students.  Jan quickly proved to be a quiet 
strength wrapped in warm sunshine and coated sprinkles that added a new 
flavour to our TA ice cream crew.   Already present being our Minty choc 
chip Ki, Cookies and Cream Pania, Pistachio Keren and Butterscotch Beth, 
Jan could best be described as our Birthday Cake flavour…..a universally 

beloved cake flavor wrapped in sprinkles and frosting that makes me think of birthdays past, 
present and future.  Is it just me or does anyone else feel like ice cream after reading this and 
just what flavour would I be….coffee maybe?  Jan took that sparkle sparkle and used it to 
support and guide those in her care to work to their fullest potential with encouragement and 
motivation. Her sense of humour and kindness is appreciated by all and her easy going 
approach to challenges puts all at ease in an instant.  It’s great to have you on board Jan.  

The final hatching was Mr Andrew Spittle.  Andrew raced onto the scene at the beginning of 
Term Two when he took over the reins of Deputy Principal from Mr Fleury. When I say 
raced…. it was as quickly as his adorable little ‘Herbie Goes Banana’s ‘impersonator  VW 
bug would allow.  Look it up kids….it’s a classic.  Not to be outdone or out motored he then 
showed up in a 1977 Triumph.  Now equipped to face any head-on collision against a 
steamroller driven by a 10 tonne tractor and still be able to come out triumphant, Andrew 
settled quickly into his new office and set about getting to know the sights, the students and 
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the systems as quickly as possible.  Not an easy task when something simple like the bell 
systems run on the school version of the Duckworth-Lewis-Stern system 
where one plus one equals 5 million two hundred and sixty seven thousand 
eight hundred and thirty three plus two hammers, fourteen apples, two 
plane tickets to Bali and a ball point pen.  Yep as much sense as that 
folks.  Still Andrew has gone about it with style and as we have gotten to 
know him better a bit of a Brian May playing guitar rock metal gangster 
rap, heavy metal vibe.  Yes folks who would have thunk it… our new 
Deputy has a Rock and Roll past. All I say is welcome Andrew and can we 

just say you have survived your first ‘Six months in a leaky boat’ and ‘For today’ it might 
seem it’s ‘Forever Tuesday Morning’ but ‘The outlook for Thursday…your guess as good as 
mine.  Don’t sweat the ‘Pressure Man’ no matter ‘How Bizarre’ you have made it to ‘Cruise 
Control’ and it’s going to be Royal.  Welcome Andrew and can I just say Bugs rule! 

No matches were made this year except….maybe the Friday second half of lunchtime Duty 
Bromance that has evolved this year.  Yes we have finally answered the question of what it 
would look like if East Otago High School made their own version of Reservoir Dogs 
starring Mr Turquoise and Mr Maroon set in a school playground where they halted mischief 
and mayhem instead of unsuccessfully robbing a bank.  While 
this would definitely be a movie that would go straight to 
streaming and be placed between Sharknado and the live version of 
Snow White it has given us our very own version of Miami Vice's 
Crockett and Tubbs, or Sherlock and Watson, Batman and Robin and so on and so on.  

Oh well on to the only dispatch this year that resulted in one office freeing up and a wee car 
peeling out of here at the end of Term One at Warp Speed Nine. 

Mr Keith Fleury started at East Otago High School around week five of Term Four of 
2012.  Keith joined as Deputy Principal and came with an aura of mystery and an ethos of 
‘get stuff done’.  Legend says he was born riding a mountain bike and wearing a tie while 
others say he was sent from the future to guide the school through the terror of technology 

when everything went online to begin the battle of Musac, NZQA and 
Kamar.  We should never have feared as with Mr Fleury at the controls those 
help desks didn’t stand a chance and with a cold Hasta la vista he terminated 
their system problems without even blinking. 

Keith, while tough, did have his kryptonite…Extravaganza.  However with his 
stage yin to Gary’s stage yang he and Gary soon become the legends that Staff 

performances were made of.  No one who was lucky enough to be present will ever forget his 
wild Slash performance that had people asking…is that the real Guns and Roses? Two years 
later it was Men in Black and then for his final performance he was Farmer Fleury where we 
shall never have to ask ourselves the question….what would Keith look like in overalls and a 
straw hat?  Yes folks he did that…for you and because he had to….or Kirsty McLachlan and 
a number of others would not have bothered either.  But there is more to Keith than just 
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that.  While appearing tough as nails on the outside he was underneath it a warm and caring 
member of staff.  When the school was left without a principal Keith stepped into the role and 
owned it from the get go, leading East Otago through the storm and chaos into calm 
waters.  Keith is a person you looked up to and admired for his wealth of knowledge, his 
skills and a way with words that was always firm but fair.  Keith left East Otago High School 
at the end of Term One for a well deserved retirement that lasted all of 3 minutes.  He was 
soon snatched up to relieve for a few weeks in Oamaru and then did an amazing overseas trip 
with his wonderful partner Marg before coming back again to ignore retirement like a canyon 
that needed jumping from a scene from the Dukes of Hazard.   Keith, we wish you all the best 
for the future.  Thank you for all you have done for East Otago High School.  You sir are the 
definition of a true legend. 

 

Well folks there you go.  We have made it to the end of another chapter of East Otago High 
School where we say hello and goodbye to those coming and going.  Throughout it all we 
have to say that it’s been a year of ups and downs, ins and outs and round and rounds.  A 
merry go round of fun, franticness, fabulousness, fuzziness and of course that other F 
word….fortnightly…as in indicators.  Yes the only thing left to say is a Merry Christmas 
everyone and may you all have a safe and wonderful summer full of your own fun and 
fabulousness as we say adios 2025 and ola to 2026. 

 

Erin Kempthorne 
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